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Between September 15 - 24, 2025, His
Eminence Metropolitan Nicolae, Romanian
Orthodox Metropolitan of the Americas,
undertakook a historic visit to Latin America,
accompanied by a delegation consisting of
the Very Rev. Fr. Daniel Ene, Administrative
Vicar of the Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese
of the United States, the Rev. Fr. Calin
Barbolovici, Dean for the Central United
States, and Mr. Claudiu Bardazau, chanter at
Holy Trinity Parish in Rochester, NY.

This journey, a true pastoral and missionary
pilgrimage, encompasses encounters with
local and central authorities, dialogues with
hierarchs of Sister Orthodox Churches, and
meetings with representatives of other
Christian denominations present in Latin
America, culminating in the consecration of
the new Romanian Orthodox church in
Concepcidn, Chile.

Day One - Bogot4a, Colombia

On Tuesday, September 16, 2025, His
Eminence Metropolitan Nicolae began this
spiritual itinerary with a visit to Bogota, the
capital of Colombia. From the very first day, the
program combined its diplomatic, pastoral,
and academic dimensions, all united by a spirit
of gratitude and fraternal communion. The day
began with a moment of particular
significance: the blessing of the newly
renovated building of the Romanian
Embassy in the Republic of Colombia. With
prayers and hymns, in the presence of His
Excellency Mr. Manuel loan Plesa, Ambassador
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Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Romania,
Metropolitan Nicolae bestowed the blessing of
the Church upon this institution, which
represents Romania before the world.

At midday, His Eminence Nicolae engaged
in fruitful discussions with His Eminence
lacovos, Metropolitan of Mexico, Central
America and the Caribbean (Ecumenical
Patriarchate), and His Grace Timotheos of
Assos, Auxiliary Bishop for Colombia and
Venezuela. The meeting unfolded in an
atmosphere of friendship and mutual respect,
confirming the words of the Psalmist: “Behold,
how good and how pleasant it is for brethren
to dwell together in unity” (Ps. 133:1). Among
the topics addressed was the founding of a
theological institute in the Spanish language,
intended to form future servants of the Church
in Latin America. Pastoral collaboration in
Colombia was also discussed, including the
opening of new parishes and the sharing of
responsibilities to meet the spiritual needs of
the faithful. This cooperation demonstrates
that the mission of the Church knows no
borders but is a common response to Christ's
command to bring the light of the Gospel “to
the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

In the afternoon, at 5:00 PM, Metropolitan
Nicolae was welcomed with joy and the peal
of bells at the Cathedral of the Dormition of
the Mother of God in Bogota. A solemn Te
Deum of thanksgiving was celebrated, with
the participation of Metropolitan lacovos,
Bishop Timotheos of Assos, and the local
Orthodox clergy and faithful.



Metropolitan Nicolae delivered his entire
address in Spanish, offering heartfelt gratitude
to God and recalling the Centennial of the
Romanian Patriarchate (1925-2025). He
emphasized that this anniversary is not merely
a historical commemoration, but “a renewal of
the commitment to live the Orthodox faith
with dignity, joy, and responsibility.” In his
message, His Eminence noted that throughout
the past century, the Romanian Patriarchate
has been “a beacon of light for faith, culture,
and identity,” recalling the churches and
monasteries built, the bishops and priests
formed, and the steadfast confession of faith
both in times of freedom and in times of
persecution. He also expressed gratitude to the
hierarchs present for their fraternal communion
and called for the strengthening of Orthodox
mission in Colombia and throughout Latin
America, “to the glory of God and the salvation
of humankind.”

The exchange of gifts—the icon of All
Romanian Saints, offered by Metropolitan
Nicolae to the two hierarchs, and the icon of
Pentecost, offered by Metropolitan lacovos—
sealed the fraternal and Eucharistic character
of the encounter.

In the evening, at the Romanian Embassy,
His Excellency Ambassador Manuel loan Plesa
hosted a Symposium dedicated to the
Centennial of the Romanian Patriarchate.
The event gathered distinguished figures
from the ecclesial and academic life of Latin
America: Metropolitan lacovos, together with
Bishop Timotheos of Assos, representing the
Ecumenical Patriarchate; Archimandrite
Simeon Lopez, representing the Serbian
Orthodox Church in Colombia; and Fr.
Alexandr Russos, legal representative of the
Moscow Patriarchate in the country. From the
Roman Catholic Church, Fr. Juan Carlos,
Director of the Department for Ecumenical
and Interreligious Relations of the Colombian
Episcopal Conference, participated.

The symposium opened with words of

welcome from Ambassador Plesa, followed
by an address from Metropolitan Nicolae.
Then, V. Rev. Fr. Daniel Ene delivered a
refined historical synthesis, highlighting with
precision and originality the process that
preceded the elevation of the Romanian
Orthodox Church to the rank of Patriarchate.
Metropolitan lacovos followed with a
reflection underscoring the significance of
this centennial for the entire Orthodox world.

The highlight of the evening was the
conferral, by Metropolitan Nicolae, of the
American Metropolitan Cross for Laity upon
Ambassador Plesa, as a sign of gratitude for
his care and support of the Romanian
Orthodox Church in Colombia. On this
occasion, it was recalled that, through the
Ambassador's initiative and labor, and with
the blessing of His Beatitude Patriarch Daniel,
a chapel had been established within the
Embassy—a space of prayer and spiritual
strengthening for the diplomatic corps and for
Romanian faithful far from home. This gesture
stands as a bridge between diplomacy and
faith, between national identity and Christian
witness.

The evening also featured a unique
photographic exhibition, with images docu-
menting the historic elevation of the
Romanian Church to the rank of Patriarchate.
Displayed with the blessing of Patriarch
Daniel and made available by Fr. Policarp of
the Library of the Holy Synod, these images
offered a moving visual testimony to the
continuity and vitality of the Church over a
century of history.

The day concluded with an official
reception and fraternal dinner, during which
members of the delegation, diplomats, and
clergy shared the joy of communion. The
atmosphere was festive yet marked by a
sense of responsibility, as all became aware
that this visit is not merely a punctual event,
but the beginning of a new stage in the
Romanian Orthodox mission in Latin America.



Thus, the first day of Metropolitan
Nicolae's visit to Colombia became a true
icon of the synergy between Church and
society, between diplomacy and spirituality,
opening the path toward a more vibrant
presence of Orthodoxy in this part of the
world. The delegation of the Metropolis will
continue to Barranquilla, Colombia, to visit
the Romanian parish of St. John the New
Martyr of Wallachia.

Day Two - Barranquilla, Parish of Saint
John the New Martyr of Wallachia

On Wednesday, September 17, 2025, the
visit of His Eminence Metropolitan Nicolae
continued in the city of Barranquilla, where,
for the first time, he found himself in the
midst of the Romanian Orthodox community
of the Parish of Saint John the New Martyr of
Wallachia.

At the airport, His Eminence Nicolae and
the accompanying delegation were greeted
with bread and salt by the parish priest, Fr.
Esteban Diaz Nifo, together with members of
the Parish Council and a large gathering of
faithful. His Excellency Mr. Manuel loan Plesa,
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
of Romania to the Republic of Colombia, also
joined the delegation, wishing to be present at
this first historic visit.

Immediately upon arrival, Metropolitan
Nicolae took part in a particularly important
program of the parish, entitled Alimento de
Amor (“Food of Love”). With great generosity,
His Eminence distributed 150 hot meals to
those in need in a very poor neighborhood of
the city. This act brought not only bodily
nourishment but also spiritual consolation to
those in hardship, giving tangible expression to
the love of the Church for her neighbor and
highlighting the social dimension of the
Orthodox mission. It was a moment when faith
was transformed into living deed, according to
the word of the Savior: “I was hungry and you
gave Me food” (Matthew 25:35).

In the evening, Metropolitan Nicolae met
with the members of the Parish Council and
the youth of the community. Taking as his
starting point the words of Christ, “You are the
light of the world” (Matthew 5:14), His
Eminence addressed them with a message of
courage and responsibility: “You are not only
the future of the Church but also her living
present. The light you received at Baptism
must shine in your daily life—in school, in your
family, among your friends, and even online.
Do not hide it under the bushel of fear or
shame, but let it shine forth, so that others
may see your good works and glorify your
Father in heaven.” The meeting was moving,
marked by questions and sincere concerns
regarding the mission of the Romanian
Orthodox Church in Latin America, where
Orthodoxy is still young and growing.

On the following morning, at 800 AM,
Metropolitan Nicolae celebrated the Holy
Mystery of Baptism for four adults—Anatoly,
Anthony, Josue, and Maria (mother and son)—
who thus became children of the Church
through the grace of the Holy Spirit. Also
present at the service were Rev. Fr. Antonio
Geraldo Garcia, parish priest of the Church
of Saints Constantine and Helen in Caracas
(Venezuela), his presbytera, and a group of
youth from his parish. As a sign of
strengthening and blessing in their service,
the two priests—Fr. Esteban Diaz Nifio and Fr.
Antonio Geraldo Garcia—received from His
Beatitude Patriarch Daniel a complete set of
liturgical vestments and a corrected edition of
the Holy Gospel.

Following the Baptisms, two young men
from Caracas, Gabriel and Alejandro, were
tonsured as readers for the parish of Saints
Constantine and Helen. The celebration
continued with the Hierarchical Divine
Liturgy, attended by many faithful who
rejoiced to receive the blessing of their
Metropolitan, even though it was a weekday.
In his homily, Metropolitan Nicolae reflected



on the parables of the lost sheep, the lost
coin, and the prodigal son, emphasizing the
boundless joy of the Heavenly Father for
every soul that returns to Him in repentance:
“Orthodoxy is the fold of the Good Shepherd.
Here the lost sheep return, here the prodigal
sons are welcomed back. Our mission is to
seek tirelessly those who have strayed, to
lead them with love and patience back to
the true faith.”

At the same time, His Eminence under-
lined the unique vocation of the Romanian
Orthodox Church: to be a bridge between
Latin heritage and Orthodoxy, to share with
the peoples of Latin America the experience of
a living, pure, and integral faith: “Orthodoxy
does not adapt itself in order to please the
world, but offers itself to the world in its
fullness and beauty. We, Romanians, have the
calling to preserve and to share this priceless
gift—without compromise, with humility and
steadfastness.”

At the conclusion of the service, Fr.
Esteban and Fr. Antonio received from
Metropolitan Nicolae a Holy Antimension,
enabling them to begin two new Orthodox
missions in Colombia: one in Bucaramanga
and another in Santiago de Cali. This act
carries profound historical and missionary
significance: through the gift of the
Antimension—bearing the relics of saints and
the bishop’s signature—the visible foundation
was laid for two new Orthodox communities,
which will become places of prayer,
catechesis, and confession of the faith,
responding to the longing for God among the
warm-hearted peoples of these Latin lands.

The day's festivities concluded with a
fraternal agape in the parish hall, where the
community had prepared a program of
traditional Colombian dances and songs
from the coastal region. The atmosphere
intertwined the joy of faith with the beauty of

local culture, strengthening the sense of
communion.

In the afternoon, Metropolitan Nicolae
visited His Excellency Monsignor Pablo Emiro
Salas Anteliz, Roman Catholic Archbishop of
Barranquilla, to whom he offered an icon of All
Romanian Saints, prepared for the Jubilee Year
2025. The meeting highlighted the relationship
of mutual respect and fraternal support
between the Orthodox Church and the Roman
Catholic Church in Colombia.

The Third Spiritual Stop - Santiago de Chile

On Friday, September 19, 2025, after a
journey of more than six hours from Bogot3,
the capital of Colombia, the delegation led by
His Eminence Metropolitan Nicolae arrived in
Santiago de Chile, the cosmopolitan city of
the Andes. A modern metropolis nestled
between the majestic peaks of the Cordillera
and the Andean mountains, Santiago stands
not only as the political and cultural heart of
the country, but also as a meeting place of
traditions and faiths.

That same evening, in the hospitable
setting of the Romanian Embassy in Santiago
de Chile, an official reception and solemn
symposium were held, dedicated to the Cen-
tennial of the Romanian Patriarchate (1925-
2025). The event was graciously hosted by His
Excellency Mr. Floricel Mocanu, Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Romania
to the Republic of Chile. The gathering brought
together numerous ecclesiastical and diplo-
matic figures of prominence: His Eminence
Sergios (Abad), Archbishop and Metropolitan of
the Antiochian Orthodox Church for Santiago
and all Chile; His Excellency Archbishop Kurian
Mathew Vayalunkal, Apostolic Nuncio of the
Holy See in Chile; His Excellency Senator
Kenneth Pugh, President of the Chile-
Romania Inter-parliamentary Group; Mr. Omar
Cortez Gaibur, Director of the National Office



for Religious Affairs; His Grace Jorge Méndez
Jara, President of the Council of Evangelical
Bishops and Pastors; His Grace Edmundo
Zenteno Céspedes, Presiding Bishop of the
Pentecostal Methodist Church; His Grace
Eduardo Cid Cortés, President of the
Expanded Council UNE Chile and leader of the
Wesleyan Evangelical Church; Rev. Fr. George
Abed, Vicar General of the Antiochian
Archdiocese in Chile, accompanied by the
faithful of St. George Cathedral in Santiago;
Her Excellency Mrs. Mariana Katalinig,
Ambassador of the Republic of Serbia; Her
Excellency Mrs. Vera Baboun, Ambassador of
the State of Palestine; His Excellency Mr. Yurii
Diudin, Ambassador of Ukraine; as well as Rev.
Fr. Alex Aedo Vilugrén, parish priest of the
Romanian Orthodox community, together
with representatives of the local Romanian
community.

The evening was opened by Metropolitan
Nicolae, who recalled the moment of the
elevation of the Romanian Orthodox Church to
the rank of Patriarchate in 1925, highlighting
both the providential dimension of that step
and the responsibility of today's generations
to preserve the living inheritance they have
received. His address carried a deep spiritual
resonance, stirring emotion and joy among
those present. The central moment of the
evening was the presentation given by Fr.
Daniel Ene, Administrative Vicar of the
Romanian Orthodox Metropolis of the Two
Americas, which represented the most
anticipated part of the program. With clarity
and eloguence, Fr. Daniel captivated the
entire audience, who listened with attention
and appreciation, recognizing in his words a
living testimony of Orthodox faith and
culture.

In turn, His Excellency Ambassador
Floricel Mocanu emphasized that the year
2025 marks not only the Centennial of the

Romanian Patriarchate but also one hundred
years of diplomatic relations between
Romania and the Republic of Chile. At the
conclusion, Metropolitan Nicolae offered
symbolic gifts, and Ambassador Mocanu
received, from His Beatitude Patriarch Daniel,
the Commemorative Diploma and Medal of
the Jubilee Year 2025, as a sign of gratitude for
his defense of the faith and his promotion of
Christian culture.

The Fourth Spiritual Stop - The
Consecration of the Orthodox Church in
Concepcioén, Chile

The pastoral-missionary visit of His
Eminence Metropolitan Nicolae, Romanian
Orthodox Metropolitan of the Two Americas,
to Latin America reached a moment of
particular exaltation with the consecration of
the new Orthodox church in Concepcidn,
Chile, dedicated to Saint Silouan the
Athonite and Saint Philothea of Arges the
Martyr.

On Saturday morning, September ZOth,
the metropolitan delegation was welcomed
at the Concepcidn airport with bread and salt,
a sign of Christian hospitality and fraternal joy.
Alongside the parish priest, Fr. Alex Vladimir
Aedo Vilugrén, and Deacon Nicholas Méndez,
the parish council members, faithful of the
community, and a group of dancers honored
the hierarch with their traditional expressions
of culture. The event was further dignified by
the presence of His Excellency Mr. Floricel
Mocanu, Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of Romania to the Republic of
Chile, who accompanied the delegation at
this special moment. That evening, during the
service of Great Vespers, the holy relics were
placed for blessing, and the church was
prepared for the consecration service, in
prayerful anticipation of the outpouring of the
grace of the Holy Spirit.



For the community of Concepcidn, the
most precious gift of this day was the
bringing of the relics of the Holy Martyrs
Epictetus and Astion, the first attested
martyrs on Romanian soil (Halmyris, 4th
century), to be placed in the foundation of
the Holy Altar, according to the ancient rite of
church consecration. By this act, the altar is
sealed by the witness of martyrdom. Through
their blood, these saints strengthened the
foundation of the Church on ancestral
Romanian lands; now, by the placing of their
relics at the “end of the world,” in South
America, the beginnings of Romanian
Christianity are mystically bound to the new
dawn of Orthodoxy in the Southern
Hemisphere. Thus, it is confirmed the
saying: “The blood of the martyrs is the seed
of the Church” (Tertullian), their sacrifice
becoming a pledge for the flourishing of this
new community.

On Sunday morning, following the blessing
of water by Protopresbyter Fr. Calin Barbolovici,
the solemn service of consecration began.
Joining the clergy were Fr. Petru Neaga, parish
priest of the Annunciation Church in Cleveland,
Ohio—a sister community of the parish in
Concepcién—and Fr. Alexis Pefa-Alfaro of
Recife, Brazil, representing the Serbian
Orthodox Church. According to Orthodox
typikon, the consecration began with the
procession around the church together with
the holy relics. The three stations, at which the
Epistle and Gospel were read and prayers
offered, marked the sacramental boundaries of
this space which becomes “the House of God
and the Gate of Heaven” (Gen. 28:17). The walls
were sprinkled with holy water and anointed
with Holy Chrism, signifying the Baptism and
Chrismation of the new church.

Inside, the moment of greatest intensity
was the placement of the relics of Saints
Epictetus and Astion in the foundation of the
Holy Table, an act by which the altar was
sealed and strengthened upon the witness of

the martyrs, according to apostolic order. The
Holy Table was then washed with water and
wine, anointed with Holy Chrism, and clothed
in a white shroud, like the Body of the Lord in
the tomb. Upon it were placed the Holy
Antimension, the Holy Gospel, and the Holy
Cross—signs of Christ's victory and of the
Church’s unceasing ministry. Through this
service, the church becomes not merely a
consecrated building, but a living icon of the
Kingdom of God, a meeting place between
heaven and earth, a transfigured space in
which the saving work of Christ is continued.

In his homily, Metropolitan Nicolae
emphasized the uniqueness and majesty of
the moment: “The consecration of a church is
a great, holy, and blessed event. It takes place
once in a hundred or even two hundred
years, and for the community it is an
occasion of thanksgiving to God and of
calling upon His sanctifying grace, that this
work—born of the sacrifice of the faithful—
may be transfigured, like the gifts brought to
the Holy Altar.”

He further interpreted the rite of consecra-
tion as a mystical journey: the procession
around the church as a gradual entry into the
Kingdom; the opening of the doors as an
encounter with the “gates of heaven”; and the
altar as the image of the Savior crucified,
buried, and risen: “Through the consecration
of a church,” Metropolitan Nicolae said, “not
only are the walls sanctified, but also the souls
of the faithful, who are themselves called to
become living temples of Christ.”

As a sign of gratitude for his zeal and
devotion, parish priest Fr. Alex Vladimir
Aedo Vilugrén received the Order of Saints
Constantine and Helen of the Metropolia
from Metropolitan Nicolae. The community
was also presented with an icon of the
patrons of the new church: Saint Silouan the
Athonite and Saint Philothea of Arges.

Following the service and the joy of a
fraternal agape, the evening was dedicated



to an encounter with more than twenty
young people of the parish. With hearts full
of curiosity and a sincere desire to deepen
their understanding of Orthodoxy, the youth
addressed numerous questions to Metro-
politan Nicolae, to Vicar Fr. Daniel Ene, to
Protopresbyter Fr. Calin Barbolovici,and to Fr.
Petru Neaga. The dialogue was lively,
profound, and illuminating, bringing to the
forefront both the fundamental themes of
faith and church life, as well as the spiritual
challenges of youth seeking meaning. This
exchange revealed not only the thirst for
knowledge of those present but also the
spiritual fruitfulness of the community in
Concepcidén, which—through its sacrifice and
witness—is becoming a place of growth for
the younger generation and a springboard
for the renewal of Orthodox mission in these
distant lands.

The Final Spiritual Halt: Quito, Ecuador

The pastoral and missionary journey of
His Eminence Metropolitan Nicolae of the
Romanian Orthodox Metropolia of the
Americas reached its crown in Quito, the
capital of Ecuador, where history intertwined
with the work of the Holy Spirit in @ most
wondrous way. For the very first time, a
canonical Orthodox hierarch celebrated
the Divine Hierarchical Liturgy on this land,
at the mission dedicated to Saint Hierarch
Joseph the New of Partos.

Concelebrating with the delegation of
the Metropolis was Father Geraldo Antonios
Garcia, who shared in the liturgical joy of this
moment, manifesting the communion and
unity of Orthodoxy that transcend all borders.
Though it was a weekday and social protests
were taking place nearby, the faithful filled
the small, makeshift church, bearing witness
through their presence that Christ remains
the center of life, above all cares and the
turmoil of the world.

On this same occasion was inaugurated

the building recently received in use from
the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Quito. It
is a generous three-story edifice, situated in
the very heart of the city’'s historic center. For
a long time, the building had lain unused, yet
within only a few weeks the Orthodox
community transformed it into a living space
for worship and fellowship: a chapel where
the Holy Mysteries and the Divine Liturgy may
be celebrated, a social hall for community
activities, and other rooms destined for the
growing mission. All of this is the fruit of the
love and dedication of the faithful, who
labored fervently to prepare a dwelling place
worthy of receiving their hierarch. It is a living
icon of the work of the Church: from human
ruin is born the beauty of grace, and from the
fragility of human nature arises the strength
of community. The chapel, wherein the Holy
Mysteries were celebrated for the first time,
has become a sign of hope and an altar of
sacrifice, founded with tears and toil.

Following the Divine Liturgy, the commmu-
nity offered a festive agape in honor of the
Metropolitan. The children of the parish moved
hearts with songs in the Romanian language
and with delicate musical performances, while
traditional Ecuadorian dances bore witness to
the unity-in-diversity of the Body of Christ. His
Eminence Nicolae exhorted all to a life of
community and steadfastness in the faith,
urging them to remain firm in hope, patience,
and brotherly love. At the same time, he
emphasized the pressing need for a perma-
nent priest to serve this mission, affirming that
through common prayer and perseverance,
this desire will be fulfilled in due season.

At the conclusion of his journey, His
Eminence visited the well-known chapel
situated at the “Mitad del Mundo” - upon
the very line that separates the Northern
from the Southern Hemisphere. There, the
Metropolitan prayed with deep emotion and
gratitude, blessing this unique place and
entrusting his entire journey, together with



the faithful of Latin America, to the mercy
and protection of God. It was a symbolic act,
showing that the Orthodox Church, like the
Cross that divides both time and space, is
called to transfigure all boundaries and to
unite the whole world in the light of the
Gospel of Christ.

General Conclusion

With this final spiritual halt, the visitation of
His Eminence Metropolitan Nicolae to Latin
America came to its close, resembling an
apostolic pilgrimage that wove together the
weariness of long travels with the joy of
unexpected spiritual fruits. From Bogota to
Barranquilla, from Santiago to Concepcion,
and finally to Quito, the grace of God revealed
that the Orthodox Church is alive and fruitful,
even in places where, until recently, the
existence of a Romanian Orthodox community
seemed unimaginable.

The flourishing of this mission is closely
bound to the tireless labors of the Very
Reverend Vicar Fr. Daniel Ene, who, with the
blessing of the Metropolitan, has overseen the
organization and pastoral care of the
communities in Latin America. Behind the
visible joys of today lie years of toil, countless
journeys, dialogues, and personal sacrifices.
Father Daniel bore this cross of mission even
through times of profound personal trial and
heavy health struggles. Yet he never ceased
to serve the Church, to carry the responsibility
entrusted to him, and to look upon these
communities with the love of a spiritual
father. His sacrifice and patience have been
transfigured into blessing, and the mission he
cultivated with steadfastness now bears fruit,
bringing light and hope to Orthodox
Christians in Latin America.

This journey was not merely a sequence
of events, but a prophetic and missionary
work, one that strengthened the identity of
Romanian Orthodox faithful scattered across
the Latin continent and opened wide the
doors of fraternal dialogue with the peoples
and cultures of these nations. The encounters
with civic and ecclesiastical authorities, the
ecumenical dialogues, the inaugurations of
churches and chapels, and above all the
smiles of children and the tears of the
faithful—all these form the mosaic of a living
mission, carried by the Holy Spirit.

Thus, the visitation of Metropolitan Nicolae
remains a historic event for the Romanian
Orthodox Church, and at the same time the
beginning of new pastoral horizons. It is a call
addressed to the entire Church to support
these fragile yet fervent communities, and an
exhortation to every believer to become a
“witness of the Gospel” wherever God has
placed them.

Through this visit, Latin America has
become not only a field of mission, but a fertile
soil in which the seeds of Orthodoxy have
already taken root. And these roots, watered
by prayer, sacrifice, and fraternal love, will in
due time bring forth abundant fruit, to the
glory of God and the strengthening of His Holy
Church.






JUIA






Under the sign of communion and the
search for spiritual answers to modern
challenges, the “Holy Trinity” Parish in Troy,
Michigan, became, from August 21 to 23, 2025,
a place of encounter and reflection for the
clergy of the Romanian Orthodox Metropolia
of the Americas.

For three days, hierarchs and clergy
members gathered not only for an exchange
of ideas, but also for a return to the spiritual
foundations of priestly ministry — in a spirit of
obedience, discernment, and joy.

The official opening took place on Thursday

FR. NICOLAE CODREA

afternoon. His Eminence Metropolitan Nicolae
delivered the first meditation, focusing on the
priest as both spiritual father and teacher —
not merely an administrator of the Holy
Mysteries, but one called to nurture souls in
faith. His Grace Bishop loan Casian followed
with a reflection on watchfulness and
discernment in priestly service, particularly in a
time when modern challenges test the very
roots of tradition.

The specialized presentations that followed
addressed both pastoral and historical themes.
Fr. Dragos Giulea spoke on the witness of the
saints — those who suffered in prisons — and



the lessons today's clergy can draw from their
sacrificial faith. Protosyncellos Maxim Morariu
presented a historical overview of the
Romanian Orthodox Church’s journey from the
Great Union to the establishment of the
Patriarchate.

An inspiring missionary testimony came
from Fr. Daniel Ene, who highlighted pastoral
ministry in Latin America. His presentation was
complemented by the heartfelt experiences
shared by Fr. Alex Vilogron from Chile, who
spoke of the joys and challenges in his local
parish. The day ended in prayer with the
celebration of the Akathist to the Holy Cross.

On Friday, August 22, the focus shifted to
youth ministry in the aftermath of the COVID-
19 pandemic. Fr. Nicholas Belcher (Antiochian
Archdiocese of North America) offered two
dynamic sessions: one on the current
challenges and opportunities in ministering
to youth, and another addressing sensitive
issues encountered in Orthodox pastoral work
across the U.S.

Clergy participated in small group
workshops to reflect, exchange ideas, and
explore practical strategies for involving
children and young adults more fully in parish
life.

Later that day, participants visited
Woodlawn Cemetery in Detroit, where a
memorial service was held for Bishop Andrei
Moldovanu — a worthy servant of the
Romanian Orthodox Missionary Diocese of
North America — and for other departed
Romanian Orthodox clergy buried nearby.
The service marked a solemn moment of
remembrance and gratitude for their faithful
witness and missionary labor.

On Saturday, August 23, the conference
culminated with the celebration of the Divine
Liturgy, presided over by His Eminence
Metropolitan Nicolae and His Grace Bishop
loan Casian. During the service, the new
iconostasis of the Troy parish was blessed —a

beautiful symbol of the living connection
between Romanian tradition and local
Orthodox mission in North America.

Fr. Nicolaos Tzetzis (Greek Orthodox
Metropolis of Detroit) delivered the final
presentation, highlighting youth and young
adult programs in Greek Orthodox
communities across the U.S., followed by a
Q&A session on how to better engage younger
generations in parish life.

Fr. Vasile Muresan presented an
important project focused on liturgical
adaptation in the North American context. He
spoke about the challenges of translating
Romanian liturgical texts into English and
introduced a bilingual edition of the Holy
Unction Service, emphasizing the need for
accessible resources for mixed families and
English-speaking faithful. Clergy with
linguistic expertise were invited to contribute
to this ongoing effort.

The conference concluded with the
announcement that the 2026 clergy
conference will be hosted by the Romanian
Orthodox Diocese of Canada, in the Toronto
area. Bishop loan Casian proposed that it take
the form of a pastoral retreat with clergy
families, with the goal of strengthening
fellowship, brotherhood, and spiritual renewal.



Conform observatiilor statistice, lumea
moderna pare a fi tot mai departe nu numai de
sfintenie, ci si de crestinism, care se afla intr-o
scadere dramatica atat in Europa occidentala
cat siin America de Nord. De aceea, intr-o lume
tot mai dominata de un spirit al profanului,
post-moderna — a se citi, in esenta, post-
crestind —aparitia sfintilor poate parea multora,
pe cat de deconcertanta si din alta lume, pe
atat de invechitda si ignoranta. Din pacate
pentru noi toti, lumea este tot mai dominata de
omul secular care recita satisfacut celebra

butada a lui Nietzsche - ,Dumnezeu a murit” -

fara sa realizeze ca Nietzsche nsusi I-a numit
tocmai pe acest om, cu dispret, ,ultimul om”,
anume omul confortului, al comoditatii si
securitatii, cel care egalizeaza si niveleaza totul
intr-o lume din care a gonit transcendentul. Tot
Nietzsche identifica orgoliul ca viciul de capatai
al ultimului om, atunci cand anunta: ,Vai, ceea
ce vine este vremea omului celui mai de
dispretuit; a omului ce nu va sti sa se
dispretuiasca pe sine insusi. ... Pamintul se va fi
facut mai mic, iar peste el vazut va fi cum topai-
va cel din urma om, cel care micsoreaza orice
lucru”l.

Acest ultim om impune moralitatea la
moda Tn aceasta lume intr-o perspectiva in
care transcendentul este exclus. Din pacate
pentru el, nici moda aceasta, nici celebritatile,
nici politicienii, nici macar filosofii nu pot fi
surse reale ale moralitatii, desi cu totii
manifesta frecvent pretentii de moralitate:
unii, precum vedetele, dar nu numai, se
prezintd pe sine drept modele pentru
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succesul lor in media sau in afaceri, altii ofera
ca exemplu comunitatea din care ei fac parte
Si care urmeaza noua moralitate la moda:
ecologistii, vegetarienii, aparatorii minoritatilor
de orice fel, sau un partid politic aparte din
zilele noastre, in care lumea politica tinde sa
dizolve diferentele dintre stanga si dreapta. Ne
aflam in fata unui fenomen planetar in care
partidele nu mai au doctrine, dreapta se
comporta socialist, iar stanga este strans
legata de oligarhiile de tot felul, insa toti
pretind sa cunoasca resorturile si legile intime
ale moralitatii.

Moralitatea, ins3d, buna comportare sau
actiune in aceasta lume nu poate fi legiuita
nici de vointa individuald, de bunul plac al
fiecaruia, nici de vointa comunitatii, deoarece,
in istorie, au existat largi comunitati, chiar tari
intregi, precum Germania nazista, Sovietele
sau China comunista care au urmat cu
consecinte dezastruoase noi sisteme morale
colective. Dostoievski compara atat de
relevant miscarea socialista a vremii lui cu
acea turma biblica de porcine posedate care
s-au azvarlit in mare.

Moralitatea universala nu poate proveni
apoi nici din natura, extrasa de o anumita
stiinta, pentru c3a, dupa cum filosofii au
observat, incepand cu Hume, propozitile
factuale nu pot infera propozitii de valoare sau
principii morale. Prin urmare, omului secular,
cel care domina azi lumea, nu-i mai ramane
decat sa afirme ca nu exista nici un fundament
al moralei, ci exista doar conventii de grup pe
care, in orgoliul sau, le trateaza cu



condescendenta si cinism. De aceea, omul
modern face din existenta sa o existenta cinica,
o lume a cinismului care refuza transcendentul
si in care fiecare se erijeaza pe sine sau grupul
sau in paradigma a moralitatii, o lume a
relativismelor si subiectivismelor de orice fel,
coabitand intr-o babilonie a sistemelor morale
in care totul este permis. Intr-adevar, asa cum
iarasi aserta Dostoievski, ,Daca Dumnezeu nu
existd, atunci totul este permis”. In lipsa oricarei
grile morale, totul este permis, iar imoralitatea
NuU mMai este impiedicata sa devina standard
etic decat de inertia sociald, atat cat a mai
ramas din trecutul crestin al natiunilor
occidentale, sau de grupurile sociale in care
religia mai are un cuvant de spus.

O consecinta centrald a acestor inferente
este ca noi, oamenii, NnU NuMai ca nu avem
acces la sfintenie prin natura noastra in sine;
Nnu putem nici genera grila morala a lumii. Prin
noi insine, in general, suntem capabili doar de
barbarie si pacat, rari fiind aceia care
redescopera legea adanc inserata de
Dumnezeu in firea omului, dupa cum Sf. Pavel
le spunea candva romanilorZ. Dimpotriva,
singura sursa a moralitatii nu poate fi decat
Dumnezeu, Cel care a asezat legea morala in
profunzimea omului, a descoperit-o partial

lumii prin Moise, pentru ca apoi sa reveleze in
Hristos plenitudinea la care omul este chemat.

Lumea noastra moderna traieste, insa, intr-
O uitare a acestui mister al legii morale asezate
de Dumnezeu in firea noastra si a chemarii
noastre la desavarsire. Mai mult chiar,
focalizand discutia la spatiul romanesc, secolul
al XX-a fost, pentru romani, nu numai un timp
al modernizarii institutiilor si tehnologiei, ci si
unul al schimbarii mentalitatilor, anume al
preluarii moralei si mentalitatilor necrestine la
moda: incetarea de a mai merge la Biserica,
imoralitatea, avorturile, divortul si chiar
ateismul erau deja la moda la Tnceputul
veacului trecut.

Totusi, tocmai Tn aceasta lume moderna
caracterizata de dezinteres pentru sacru,
cinism si pacat au aparut noii sfinti. Ei au
venit, Tnainte de toate, pentru ca Dumnezeu
a dorit acest lucru. Putem reflecta de ce, oare,
a dorit Dumnezeu acest lucru. Cu ce scop?
Intrebarea aceasta trebuie s3 ne aseze pe
calea unei reflectii asupra sensului adevarat
al venirii lor in lumea noastra, iar acest sens
poate fi descifrat cel mai nimerit doar in
perspectiva tainei providentei lui Dumnezeu
si a economiei lui Hristos si a Sfantului Duh.
Atunci cand reflectam la faptele lor, realizam



inainte de toate ca noii sfinti ne reamintesc
de Dumnezeu, de faptul ca El este viu si
insotitor al nostru in istorie.

In al doilea rand, noii sfinti aduc cu ei o
inaltime morala in lumea noastra. Vietile lor
resuscita in mintile si constiintele noastre legile
profunde ale purtarii in aceasta societate, in
care idolatria, crima, hotia, desfraul si orice
imoralitate, minciuna, tradarea, nerespectarea
parintilor sau a saracilor sunt faptele care o
caracterizeazd, insa, pe care Dumnezeu nu le
accepta. Viata sfintilor devine apoi un model
de urmat. Totusi, imitarea lor nu poate fi
infaptuita decat printr-o forta interioara care se
poate intemeia doar in Dumnezeu si poate
exista doar prin Dumnezeu. Prin noii sfinti,
intelegem din nou, reinvatam legea morala si
lucrarile tainice ale lui Dumnezeu in lume, care
nu pot veni decat de la El, Cel ce este sursa care
le inspira si insufleteste. Redescoperim, de
asemenea, c3a, in misterul ei, purtarea morala
nu se implineste doar daca ai un set de reguli
de urmat, ci mai ales atunci cand descoperi pe
cineva care le intrupeaza, o persoana umana
care sa iti devina model de imitat.

Conectat cu aceasta ultima idee, noii sfinti
aduc in lumea noastra sfintenia, puterea Iui
Dumnezeu manifesta in creatie. Aici ni se
dezvaluie un nou aspect remarcabil al tainei
legii morale. Fapta morala, atunci cand este
infaptuita, nu ramane doar o actiune si atat, ci
are consecinte transformatoare asupra
persoanei deoarece aceasta primeste harul lui
Dumnezeu si Duhul Sfant. In fapt, inainte de
toate, fiecare dintre acesti sfinti primeste si
distribuie ceva din Dumnezeu in lumea
noastra. Aparitia realitatii transcendente a
sfinteniei in lume era deja spectaculoasa in
antichitate, atunci cand sacrul constituia o
dimensiune esentiala si comuna a vietii
cotidiene. Ea este, insa, cu atat mai specta-
culoasa astazi, cand mare parte din societatea
moderna este tot mai distantata de sacru,
asumand o mentalitate comuna secularizata

care considera religia o mitologie. Tocmai
acest dincolo de lume adus de noii sfinti
forteaza, prin existenta lor, si 0 noua intelegere
a relatiei modernitatii cu crestinismul sau
religia. Religia nu este doar un sistem de
mituri, semne si rituri performate in aceasta
lume, ci un instrument care ne ofera accesul
direct si brut la lumea care o depaseste pe
aceasta.

Privind lucrurile istoric, noii sfinti ne
reamintesc, de asemenea, de radacinilor
noastre culturale si de originea valorilor
noastre, crestinismul. In aceasta uitare caracte-
risticd omului zilei, existenta sfintilor devine,
totodata, un nou apel al lui Dumnezeu catre
lumea noastra, care nu ne cheama dintr-un
trecut depasit sub orice aspect, ci din prezentul
Sau perpetuu. De aceea, chemarea lui
Dumnezeu re-adresata omului nu este numai
o rememorare a Intrupdrii sau a Revelatiei
pentru o cinstire istorica a trecutului, ci un apel
la o viata crestina in ziua de azi, la o trdire a
valorilor crestine fara de care lumea nu poate
exista in deplinatatea umanitatii ei. Este un
apel la dobandirea virtutilor crestine si
asumarea unei existente care sa ne reconec-
teze cu Dumnezeu. Este un apel la o
experienta a lui Dumnezeu care nu ramane
doar comemorare a istoriei, ci se transforma
intr-o relatie directa cu El si o inserare a omului
in planul economiei Lui. Dumnezeu nu a
murit, cum isi imagina Nietzsche, ci este viu si
manifest cu putere prin sfintii Lui. Prin vietile
lor, acestia au marturisit ca Dumnezeu este
viu Tn maniera cea mai directa si autenticg,
anume urmandu-L pe Hristos si oferindu-I
suferinta lor, viata si chiar sangele lor. Mai mult
chiar, unii dintre ei au devenit noi mucenici,
precum Sfintii Gherasim de la Tismana, Liviu
Galaction, llarion Felea si Alexandru din
Basarabia, iar altii L-au facut manifest pe
Dumnezeu prin minunile pe care le-au
infaptuit, de la Sf. Arsenie Boca la Sf. llie
L3catusu, sau Dumnezeu a descins la ei in



viziuni, aratandu-Se lor precum unor prieteni
apropiati, precum Sf. Arsenie, Sf. Gherasim de
la Tismana sau lui Valeriu Gafencu, cinstit intre
cei ce au suferit in puscarii drept Sfantul
Tnchisorilor si altora. Prin urmare, in vremea
prigoanei staliniste, atunci cand reprimarea
crestinilor a fost mai acuta, Dumnezeu, de
asemenea, S-a manifestat cu mai mare forta si
apropiere lumii, prin minuni si descoperiri
lucrate prin sfintii Sai.

Nu Tn ultimul rand, curajul si taria noilor
marturisitori si mucenici nu puteau emana
din pura incapatanare omeneasca sau
rezistenta fizica si psihica in fata torturii care,
de multe ori, a depasit ceea ce orice fiinta
omeneasca putea indura, ci au izvorat din
harul dumnezeiesc. Minunile si descoperirile
lor intaresc acest lucru, desi au fost oferite
doar celor mai alesi. Insd, in marea lor
mMajoritate, cei intemnitati erau cunoscatori ai
rugaciunii. Zelul si ardoarea rugaciunii lor au
incendiat temnitele prin mii de flacari
spirituale care au arsin acei ani cu o forta care
a depasit manastirile lumii. De aceea, locurile
de suferinta de la Pitesti, Aiud, Targu Mures,
Periprava, Baia Sprie si Cavnic au fost sfintite
prin sangele mucenicilor si prezenta |ui
Dumnezeu. Prin aceasta, ele au devenit ceea
ce din Vechiul Testament pana la vremea
apostolilor si Parintilor Bisericii a fost
cunoscut ca locuri teofanice sau locuri sfinte,
precum spatiile in care un mucenic si-a dat
viata, un eremit si-a trait nevointele sau un
sfant a avut o descoperire dumnezeiasca.

Note:

Toate acestea s-au intamplat si aici, Tn
temnitele comuniste. Tn aceste spatii ale
ororii, sfintii au descins in ororile iadului, Insa
acolo, in infernul cel mai de jos al omenirii, ei
au adus sfintenia lor si prezenta lui Hristos,
asa cum Mantuitorul a descins la iad cu
lumina slavei Sale rascumparand pe cei
drepti. Imitandu-L, sfintii au lucrat si lucreaza
mantuirea a mii de oameni.

Pentru a conchide, toti acesti noi cuviosi,
asceti, marturisitori, mucenici si teologi ne
demonstreaza ca Dumnezeu este viu si activ
in lumea de azi, iar harismele sfinteniei nu
sunt doar realitati ale trecutului, astazi
depasite, ci prezente in intreaga lor forta
pneumaticd si dumnezeiasca. In plus,
Dumnezeu este intotdeauna inovator in
lucrarile Sale. Nici un sfant nu seamana cu
altul sau repeta aceleasi minuni. Asistam
constant la noi manifestari ale sfinteniei care
depasesc orice asteptare hagiografica.

Ce ne ramane de facut? Avem niste sfinti.
Cum procedam de aici mai departe? Traind
in aceasta lume secularizata, trebuie sa
avansam in taina aparitiei lor, care este
inclusa in misterul mai general al economiei
dumnezeiesti. In fapt, descinderea sfinteniei
in lumea noastra survine cu o exigenta a
prezentei ei. Inaltimea lor spirituala invita la
imitarea ei si, mai mult chiar, ridica un
standard al exigentei spirituale si morale
pentru Noi toti.

1 Friedrich Nietzsche, Asa grait-a Zarathustra 1.5, trad. Victoria Ana Tausan (Bucuresti: Edinter, 1991), 16.
Cf. Dincolo de bine si de rau 262, trad. Radu Gabriel Parvu (Bucuresti: Humanitas, 2015), 220: ,Numai
mediocrii au perspectiva de a se perpetua, de a se inmulti — ei sunt oamenii viitorului, unicii

supravietuitori”.
2 Vezi Rom. 2, 14.



Trei teme de dialog la confluenta
neurostiintelor cu experienta vietii
spirituale

O lectura sumara a datelor si cercetarilor
din sfera neurostiintelor poate identifica cu
usurinta cel putin trei arii semnificative
pentru dialogul cu teologia.

Prima dintre aceste teme vizeaza explo-
rarile dificile dar provocatoare privind natura
constiintei. Este vorba despre un cdmp uneori
arid, alteori fertil de explorari si dezbateri
interdisciplinare, ce pot aduce in dialog
modelele descriptive si explicative cu care
opereaza filosofia mintii si  psihologia
cognitiva, dar si unele intelesuri ale vietii
spirituale asa cum sunt ele prezente in
literatura filocalica si sapientiald a traditiei
crestine. Este vorba, in principal, de cele care
privesc aspecte precum constiinta, minteaq,
sau sinele. Teme de acest fel aduc in discutie
numeroase dificultati si provocari — de la
precizarile de ordin semantic pana la cerintele
adesea imposibil de indeplinit pe care le
solicita componenta empirica. Totusi, temele
acestea au patruns in agenda unor cercetari
experimentale, incat zona de interactiune
intre neurostiinte si cea a preocuparilor mai
largi cu privire la conditia omului s-a extins si
mai mult.]

A doua tema vizeaza inteligenta spirituald.
In ultimii ani, prin contributia lui Howard
Gardner, s-a rafinat semnificativ conceptul de
inteligenta. Este vorba despre introducerea
modelului inteligentelor multiple de catre
autorul mentionat, care propune, alaturi de
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inteligenta de calcul, alte tipuri de inteligenta:
inteligenta emotionalad, inteligenta socials,
inteligenta naturalista, inteligenta spatialg,
inteligenta muzicala, inteligenta intra-perso-
naldZ. pe langa acestea, in ultimii ani a intrat in
discutie conceptul de inteligenta spiritualé\.3
Potrivit cercetatorilor care au in atentie
inteligenta spirituald, practica meditatiei, sta-
rile contemplative sau ritualul religios, pot
modifica semnificativ nu doar dispozitiile inte-
rioare ci si obisnuintele mintii, operand o
resemnificare a amintirilor si determinand
aparitia unor tipare cognitive noi. Prin practica
vietii spirituale, avem de-a face cu o posibilitate
de schimbare a manierei de a recepta lumea,
lucrurile si chiar o revalorizare a propriilor
amintiri (cognitive rec:p,oraisal).4

In particular, o directie importanta in aces-
te cercetari o reprezinta explorarea neuro-
stiintifica a practicilor spirituale, identificarea
posibilelor influente determinate de acestea
asupra cortexului si asupra mecanismelor
fiziologice. Aici pot fi incluse, pe de o parte,
investigatii care urmaresc amprentele cere-
brale corespunzatoare diverselor experiente
spirituale®. Sunt in atentie efectele unor
activitati specifice vietii religioase (cum ar fi
meditatia, rugaciunea, diverse stari contem-
plative, participarea la ritualul religios sau
compasiunea) asupra functionarii creierului.
Cercetatorii au identificat anumite tipare
cerebrale, anumite amprente imagistice
specifice pentru activitatile mentale cu
caracter spiritual dar si efectele pe care aceste
practici le au in configurarea si functionarea
anumitor arii corticale si subcorticale. In cadrul



acestor cercetari, care fac parte din aria
neuroteologieiG, s-a constat, de exemplu, o
crestere in volum a insulei (zona din cortex
activa de regula in reflectie), o intensificare a
activitatii cerebrale in cingulatul anterior, dar
si o diminuare In volum a nucleilor amig-
dalieni (arii din sistemul limbic profund active
in stari emotionale precum frica sau
agresivitate)7.

In aceeasi directie trebuie spus c& unii
autori au propus evidentierea unor amprente
specifice in functia cerebrala pentru fiecare
experienta religioasa in parte, propunand
distinctii ale acestor amprente cerebrale care
corespund deosebirilor doctrinare si experien-
tiale din cultul diverselor practici religioase
traditionale. Ca exemplu, aici ar putea fi
invocate acele intentii care urmaresc identifi-
carea particularitatilor imprimate in functia
cerebrala induse de maniera intelegerii si
experierii lui Dumnezeu.8

In fine, poate cel mai relevant dintre
punctele aflate in lucru, in cadrul dialogului, il
reprezinta explorarile ce vizeaza conditiile din
primii ani de viata, activitatile curente si
obisnuintele comportamentale, dar si stimulii
si oferta experientiala a mediului informa-
tional, anume modalitatile prin care acesti
factori ar putea influenta dispozitiile emotio-
nale si abilitatile cognitive ale persoanei, si
disponibilitatea ei pentru experientele si
intelesurile specifice vietii spirituale®.

Cercetdri medicale privind efectele
stdrilor sufletesti asupra sandtatii

Tn ultimele decenii, tot mai multe arii de
cercetare stiintifica si din reflectia filosofica
au avut si au in atentie felul In care tehnica,
entertainement-ul, tehnologiile digitale,
cultura de consum, mediatizarea globala a
informatiei, consumismul si toate celelalte
afecteaza viata interioara.

Pe de o parte, medicina integrativa sau
comportamentald, neurostiintele, psihotera-
pia cognitiv-comportamentala evidentiaza ca
felul in care ne petrecem viata, atasamentul

de care ne bucuram in copilarie, dar si cel pe
care il oferim semenilor nostri, calitatea
experientelor acumulate in mijlocul naturii
inconjuratoare, felul cum intelegem sa ne
angajam in raporturile cu semenii influen-
teaza in mod direct dispozitiile si capacitatile
cu care ne folosim resursele interioare. Mai
mult chiar, pe termen lung, aceste aspecte
influenteaza semnificativ starea sanatatii. Pe
de alta parte si intr-un mod chiar mai amplu,
credinta si viata spirituald pot deschide pe
om catre un nivel chiar mai adanc al
interioritatii sale, luminate de har, care pune
in discutie si organizeaza toate aceste aspec-
te concrete ale vietii Intr-o legatura stransa cu
Dumnezeu. In felul acesta, este usor de con-
statat o intalnire surprinzatoare intre arii de
cercetare psihologica si medicala care au in
centrul preocuparilor lor asigurarea unei vieti
sanatoase, pe de o parte si viata crestina de
partea cealalta.

Ample studii longitudinale au scos la ivea-
13, In ultimele decenii, faptul ca atasamentul si
caldura exprimate in relatiile de familie ne in-
fluenteaza pe termen lung sanatatea,
dispozitiile si maniera de receptare a experie-
ntelor de viata. Studiul Harvard, de exemplu,
este edificator. Este vorba de o cercetare care
tine seama de date acumulate intr-o perioada
de 35 de ani si care a avut in atentie 126 de
barbati sanatosi din clasele de studenti
existenti intre anii 1952 si 1954. Acestor tineri li
s-au distribuit la vremea aceea chestionare de
evaluare a sentimentelor care anima relatiile
lor cu parintii. Dupa 35 de ani, acelorasi
persoane li s-a intocmit un istoric medical si
psihologic detaliat, pe baza fiselor medicale
realizate de-a lungul anilor. Datele au aratat
ca 91% dintre participantii care au caracterizat
relatia lor cu parintii ca fiind rece la data ches-
tionarului, fusesera diagnosticati la varsta
mijlocie cu boli grave (boli coronariene, hiper-
tensiune arteriald, ulcer duodenal si
alcoolism). Comparativ cu acestia, doar 45%
dintre cei care evaluasera relatia cu parintii ca
fiind calda, cu mama in special, aveau acest



gen de afectiuni. Mai convingator chiar, 100%
din participanti, adica toti cei care au evaluat
relatiile cu ambii parinti, mama si tata, ca
fiind reci, au Inregistrat la varsta mijlocie boli
semnificative, comparativ cu doar 47% dintre
cei care au avut o relatie apropiata cu tatal si
cu mamal©. .Perceptia dragostei In sine,
scriau cercetatorii, reduce impactul negativ al
factorilor de stres si al agentilor patogeni si
sustine functia imuna si vindecarea.“!l

Note:

10 lucrare care abordeaza tema constiintei, la
granita dintre neurostiinte si filosofia mintii: David
J. Chalmers, The Conscius Mind: in search of a
fundamental theory, Oxford University Press, New
York, 1997. In particular, noile conditii de explorare
stiintifica oferite de tehnologia de varf a imagisticii
medicale, nu reusesc sa elucideze misterul
constiintei umana, cu toate celelalte aspecte care
ar putea intra in discutie sunt departe de a fi
elucidate (Cf. Ray Tallis, ,Consciousness, not yet
explained”, in: New Scientist, 205 (6 ian. 2010), nr.
2742, pp. 28-29). Antonio Damasio formuleaza
transant una dintre ele: ,Mi-e greu sa vad in
rezultatele stiintifice, mai ales din domeniul
neurobiologiei, altceva decat aproximatii provizorii
care ne satisfac pe moment si pe care le inlaturam
de indata ce apar descrieri mai bune.
Complexitatea mintii umane este, poate, de asa
natura Tncat sa nu aflam niciodata solutia
problemei din cauza limitarilor noastre inerente.
Poate ca nici nu ar trebui sa vorbim despre o
problema, ci despre un mister, facand distinctie
intre intrebarile pe care stiinta le poate aborda si
cele care e probabil sa ramana pe veci fara
raspuns” (Antonio Damasio, Eroarea lui Descartes,
Ed. Humanitas, Bucuresti, 2004, p. 15).

2 Howard Gardner, Inteligente muiltiple. Noi
orizonturi, Editura Sigma, Bucuresti, 2006. Vom
detalia unele aspecte privind inteligenta spirituala
in cele ce urmeaza.

3 intr-o alta abordare stiintifica, gasim

Autorii studiului Harvard afirma ca relatiile
pe care le dezvoltam in copilarie sunt pre-
dictori pentru sanatate pe termen lung,
tocmai pentru ca ele determina in mare parte
0 anumita organizare a vietii: nutritia, compor-
tamentele sanatoase sau nesanatoase deprin-
se in copilarie, modalitatile alese pentru a face
fata situatiilor grele, de exemplu anxietate,
furie, ostilitate, depresie, optimism sau valori si
practici spirituale]z.

formulate cateva caracteristici care ar putea
constitui elementele definitorii ale inteligentei
spirituale. Este vorba despre o evaluare obiectiva,
in acceptiune stiintifica, una care nu ia in calcul
existenta lui Dumnezeu, care urmareste pozitia de
neutralitate fata de oricare dintre traditiile
religioase. In acest fel sunt identificate cinci
aspectele cognitiv- comportamentale ale omului
spiritual, aspecte care deosebesc experienta lui
spirituala si religioasa de toate celelalte activitati si
experiente. Prima dintre ele este obisnuinta unei
abordari transcendente a lumii si lucrurilor, o
privire si o intelegere cuprinzatoare, care nu pierd
din vedere temeiurile si finalitatile lumii,
perspectiva de ansamblu, natura lucrurilor si a
fenomenelor sau alte continuturi de acest fel. Ce-a
de-a doua vizeaza starile modificate de constiinta,
aici putand fi incluse aspectele cognitive noi,
starile, dispozitile noi ale interioritatii omenesti
intalnite in experienta vietii spirituale. Avem in
minte aici nu doar experientele mistice ci si cele
obisnuite in plan religios, cum ar fi rugaciunea,
contemplatia, compasiunea, asa cum sunt aceste
traite de persoana care practica in mod obisnuit
viata spirituala. O a treia caracteristica considerata
a fi In stransa legatura cu experientele spirituale
vizeaza obisnuinta de a sacraliza, de a conferi o
semnificatie spirituala situatiilor de viata si
experientelor cotidiene. Un alt aspect care este
pus in legatura cu inteligenta spirituala vizeaza
capacitatea si obisnuinta de a incadra si de a
solutiona probleme concrete ale vietii folosind
resursele spiritualitatii, texte cu valoare spiritualg,



principii, sfaturi sau pilde. In fine, o ultima
caracteristica este capacitatea de a cultiva virtutile,
putinta de a folosi variatele contexte ale vietii ca
prilej pentru cultivarea virtutilor (cf. Robert
Emmons, ‘“Is Spirituality an Inteligence?
Motivation, Cognition and the Psychology of
"

,in The International Journal for
The Psychology of Religion, nr. 10, 2000, pp. 3-26;

ultimate Concern

Maryam Hosseini et al, ,A Review Study on
Spiritual Intelligence, Adolescence and Spiritual
Intelligence, Factors that may Contribute to
Individual Differences in Spiritual Intelligence and
the Related Theories”, in Journal of Social
Sciences, vol. 6, nr. 3, 2010, pp, 429-438).

4 Cf Eric Garland, Susan Gaylord, and Jongbae
Park, “The Role of Mindfulness
Reappraisal”, in Explore (NY), vol. 5, nr. 1, pp. 37-44.

in Positive

5 Un scurt istoric ar trebui sa mentioneze aici
cercetarile dezvoltate, Tn anii 70 de Richard
Davidson, privind efectele meditatiei si a starilor
spirituale asupra emotiilor, dar si cele ale lui James
Austin privind efectele meditatiei Zen asupra
functiei cerebrale. Tn anii 80, aceste contributii s-au
inmultit semnificativ, prin activitatea lui David
McClelland, privind efectele compasiunii asupra
starii de sanatate, dar si ale medicului Harold
Koenig in privinta beneficiilor asupra sanatatii, pe
care le antreneaza viata religioasa intr-o familie si
intr-o comunitate de credinta, si promovarea
meditatiei ca practica medicald, in spitalele din
Statele Unite ale Americii, promovata de John
Kabat Zinn. In fine, anii 90 au sporit si mai mult
numarul celor care desfasoara activitate in
cercetarea neurostiintelor vietii spirituale: Andrew
Newberg, Sara Lazar, Anne Harrington si Anthony
Lutz.

6 Fondatorul domeniului neuroteologie este
medicul Andrew Newberg. O lucrare privind acest
domeniu, Mark Robert
Waldman, Cum ne schimbd Dumnezeu creierul,
Curtea Veche, 2009.

Andrew Newberg,

7 Doua titluri reprezentative in aceasta
directie de cercetare: Richard J. Davidson, Anne
Harrington, Compassion: Western Scientists and
Tibetan Buddhists Examine Human Nature,
Davidson, R. J., Harrington, A. (ed), Visions of

compassion: Western scientists and tibetan
buddhists examine human nature, New York,
2002 si Eugene G. D'Aquili, Andrew B. Newberg,
The Muystical Mind: Probing the Biology of
Religious Experience, Fortress Press, 1999.

8 Nu punem aici in discutie cat de temeinice
sunt toate aceste asertiuni si rezultate. Explorarile
neurostiintifice sunt totusi la inceput. Unele
evaluari recente avertizeaza asupra posibilelor
erori care ar putea aparea. Propriuzis, abordarea
aceasta inca nu ofera o explicatie suficient de
[dmuritoare cu privire la cauzele efective care
determina ca anumite procese cerebrale sa dea
nastere anumitor experiente si stari de sine si nu
altora. Tn general, imagistica functionalad prin
rezonanta magnetica nucleara si corespondentele
care se infereaza intre anumite stari si activitati
psihice care dau cresterea fluxului sanguin in
anumite zone ale creierului necesita inca multa
atentie (vezi pentru aceasta Edward Vul et al,
.Puzzlingly High Correlations in fMRI Studies of
Emotion, Personality, and Social Cognition”, in
Perspectives on Psychological Science, vol. 4, nr. 3,
2009, p. 285).

9 Numeroase titluri pot fi mentionate aici,
unele vechi, altele noi. lata cateva dintre ele: D.
Funkenstein, et al, Mastery of Stress, Cambridge
MA: Harvard University Press, 1957, V. L. G. Russek si
G. E. Schwartz, ,Perceptions of parental caring
predict health status in midlife: a 35-zear follow-up
of the Hravard Mastery of Stress Study*, in Psycho-
somatic Medicine, 1997, vol. 59, nr. 2, pp. 144-149.

10/ | G. Russek si G. E. Schwartz, ,Perceptions
of parental caring predict health status in midlife:
a 35-zear follow-up of the Hravard Mastery of
Stress Study”, in rev. Psychosomatic Medicine,
1997, 59 (2): 144-149 si D. Funkenstein, S. King si M.
Drollete,Mastery of Stress, Cambridge MA: Harvard
University Press, 1957. Mai multe despre multe alte
rezultate de acest fel, in Dean Ornish, Dragoste si
supravietuire, Curtea Veche, Bucuresti, 2008.

' bean Ornish, op. cit., p. 59.

12 bidem, p. 64



loan Slavici (1848 —1925) face parte din ple-
iada stralucita de scriitori romani care a s-a
afirmat puternic la finele secolului al XIX-lea ala-
turi de Mihai Eminescu, Titu Maiorescu, lon
Creanga. Scriitor, jurnalist si pedagog roman,
originar din Siria, judetul Arad, loan Slavici este
considerat unul dintre marii prozatori realisti
romani ai secolului al XIX-lea cu o profunda
legatura cu Transilvania, atat prin originea sa,
cat si prin opera literara si activitatea
publicistica.

A copilarit in mediul rural aradean, expe-
rienta care i-a marcat opera (descrierile satului
ardelean, tipologia taranului, conflictul dintre
traditie si modernitate).

Prin Slavici, Aradul si imprejurimile lui au
intrat in literatura romana ca spatii vii, autentice.
A urmat cursurile scolare la Arad si Timisoara,
apoi Drept la Viena, unde a intrat in cercul

CARMEN OGNEAN

cultural al lui Mihai Eminescu si loan Creanga.
Incurajat de Mihai Eminescu, publicd prima sa
povestire, ,Fata de birau”, in 1871, in Convorbiri
literare.

Activitatea publicistica la ziarul "Tribuna”
din Sibiu a fost marcata de procesele de presa si
intemnitarea la Vacz. Dupa iesirea din inchi-
soare, loan Slavici s-a stabilit in Bucuresti, iar in
1892 scriitorul sirian devenea cetatean roman.
Cariera sa didactica a fost marcata de ocuparea
functiei de profesor la Azilul Elena Doamna,
apoi cea de director al Institulului Otetelesanu
din Magurele si profesor la Liceu German din
Bucuresti, perioada in care a editat o serie de
lucrari didactice.!

Putin este cunoscut faptul ca inca din
tineretea sa scriitorul s-a bucurat de o recunoas-
tere ce a depasit granitele tarii. Astfel in volumul
de Schite romdne publicat la Berlin (7887)2 n
limba germang, continea trei dintre lucrarile lui.
Marele talent al lui Slavici s-a ilustrat in nume-
roasa genuri literare de la teatru si nuvele,
memorialistica, roman si povestioare de sursa
folclorica.

A daruit literaturii romane capodopere veri-
tabile Popa Tanda, Gura satului, Budulea
Taichii, Comoara, Moara cu noroc, Pddureanca,
care raman pana astazi modele clasice ale
nuvelis-ticii.3 Stilul sau este realist, cu influente
moralizatoare, descriind viata satului si a micii
burghezii din Ardeal.

Mediul rural si valorile traditionale, transilva-
nene l-au influentat puternic, lucru vizibil in felul
clar si autentic in care a descris lumea satului.



Activitatea literara a fost profund legata de
mediul satelor din Transilvania si zona Aradului.
In nuvelele sale (,Moara cu noroc”, ,Padu-
reanca”, ,Budulea Taichii”), Slavici surprinde
viata grea a taranilor, conflictul dintre vechi si
nou, intre moralitate si ispitd, intre traditie si
modernitate. lar in romanul ,Mara”, pune in
lumina atmosfera urbana si rurala din Transil-
vania sfarsitului de secol XIX, cu accent pe
meseriasi, negustori si comunitatile mixte
romano-maghiare-germane.

Slavici surprinde realismul vietii transilvane-
ne ale acelor timpuri, fara sa idealizeze, dar cu
multa aplecare si grija pentru oamenii simpli.

Transilvania descrisa de Slavici apare ca un
spatiu multicultural, unde convietuiesc romani,
maghiari, germani, evrei asa cum este si in zilele
noastre. Este o regiune de frontiera, unde lupta
pentru afirmarea identitatii nationale se imple-
teste cu viata de zi cu zi a taranilor si micilor
mestesugari. A militat pentru drepturile romani-
lor ardeleni, colaborand la presa romaneasca din
Transilvania si a fost implicat in miscarea
nationala pentru emanciparea romanilor din
Imperiul Austro-Ungar.

Crestin ortodox, Slavici sublinia ca credinta
in Dumnezeu este elementul care da stabilitate
si sens vietii taranului. Religia nu era doar un
aspect de duminicg, ci o prezenta zilnica in viata
satului: In munca, in familie, In obiceiuri si in
raportarea la necazuri.

Credinta se leaga de morala muncii, de
respectul pentru legea divina si pentru normele
comunitatii. Slavici arata ca viata comunitatii
taranesti graviteaza in jurul bisericii. Preotul si
dascalul sunt personaje-cheie, iar mersul la
biserica e parte fireasca a vietii zilnice. Ortodoxia
este pentru el cadrul in care se formeaza omul:
cinstea, rabdarea, iertarea si respectul fata de
aproapele apar constant ca repere morale.

Note:

Un cronicar al convietuirii la poalele dealu-
rilor cu vii nobile de la Masca Maderat, Slavici a
creat personaje inspirate din realitate -
caractere puternice, femei ferme, pentru care
familia este un altar; barbati calculati,
responsabili, preocupati deopotriva de cadrul
familial si de comunitate. Dar avem de la Slavici
si fotografia pitoreasca a vietii clandestine a
lotrilor amenintatori, pentru care singurul cod
de onoare era supravietuirea cu orice pret.
Avem povesti despre dragoste si abuzuri,
despre |acomie si trufie, despre ingrijorari si
zbateri, dar si despre demnitatea omului
simplu, a angajamentului pe-ren fata de lucrul
bine facut serios.

Slavici a vazut in credinta un sprijin moral:
omul credincios ramane cinstit, cumpatat,
drept. In nuvele precum Moara cu noroc sau
Budulea Taichii, personajele sunt adesea puse
in fata unei alegeri morale, iar cei care se abat de
la calea cin-stei si a credintei sfarsesc rau. La
Slavici ortodoxia nu este doar o religie, ci un
mod de a fi al satului romanesc.

Aradul si Podgoria au primit prin pana
maiastra a lui Slavici tabloul sau amplu si
valoros al societatii tranilvanene. Siria lui Slavici
este, ca Silistea-Gumestiul lui Marin Preda sau
Pripasul lui Liviu Rebreanu, un univers care ne
introduce in legatura taranului roman cu
pamantul, in conflictul dintre datorie si pasiune,
traditie si modernitate. respira atmosfera
familiara a satului vechi, a casei bunicilor si
strabunicilor,
puternice.

unde s-au format caractere

loan Slavici este, alaturi de Rebreanu, unul
dintre marii ,oglinditori” ai Transilvaniei in
literatura romana si ramane unul dintre clasicii
literaturii de Eminescuy,
Creanga si Caragiale.

romane, alaturi

1 Sursa Muzeul Memorial loan Slavici - https;//museumarad.ro/muzeul-memorial-ioan-slavici-si-emil-montia-siria/

2. Prefata Vol. Moara cu Noroc pag 5. Editura lon Creanga 1965

3. Pompiliu Marcea- Moara cu Noroc, Prefata, pag. 13.



Regarding the life of the blessed Elijah, who
can narrate it? For he so lived upon the earth, that
before his translocation he might be thought to
live in the heavens, and associate with the
incorporeal Angels; he who obtained nothing at all
upon the earth; he who was wrapped only in
sheepskin, and to those who wore crowns and
royal robes he appeared dreadful, not because of
the strength of the body, but by the power of
landlessness and self-control, and by the grace of
the All-Holy Spirit, which he obtained by his good
life; he who had nothing, and yet possessed
everything; he who refused all the comforts of this
life; he who parted the river with his cormmand; he
who commanded the sky not to rain on the earth
for three years and six months; he who shunned all
the vain glory of this life; he who quenched the
flame of sin with the coolness of temperance; he
who never thought of anything carnal; he who
rebuked the blasphemies of the prophets of
delusion, and slaughtered the priests of Baal;, he
who commanded fire to come down the third
time from heaven, and consumed the unbelievers,
and rebuked the king for his diversion; he who had
so much boldness and courage of speech; he who
bound the clouds.

Thus, so great and so important a prophet did
not live on earth without sorrows and temptations,
but on the contrary, after the presentation of such
great miracles, for fear of the woman, he became
an exile and an emigrant, and was forced to travel

Translated from Greek by John Sanidopoulos

St. EPHRAIM THE SYRIAN

forty days a path while fasting, but even so he did
not find relief, but again another trial followed him,
that is, the death of the widow's child. For after the
kindness of hospitality, that blessed woman saw
that her child had died, and while she expected to
receive from the prophet a reward of blessing, she
received as a reward the most painful of all for her:
for she who expected to have consolation in her
life, she lost him in the presence of the prophet.

How much sorrow then for the prophet? How
much weakness? For the woman asked for her
child, and he who bound the clouds was troubled
by her, as she asked him for her child. Therefore,
because he was pressed by her, he embraced the
child seven times, mouth to mouth, and
beseeching God for a long time, he gave the child
to her who gave birth to him, after raising him
from the dead. Because he had fasting and
landlessness as his helper in the work.

You saw, brethren, the power of landlessness
and self-control; how he abolished death and gave
life to the child, and from trials and dangers they
saved him, and with a chariot of fire they prepared
him to ascend to the Master, without suffering
anything from the fire. And because his life was
refreshed by temperance and purity and the grace
of God, with these and other virtues, while he was
still in the body, he lived with the incorporeal
Angels.

Source:https://www.mystagogyresourcecenter.com/2023/07/on-prophet-elijah-st-ephraim-

syrian.html



New Decisions of the Holy Synod of the
Romanian Orthodox Church

ROYA Heritage Trip

Tabadra de vara Sf. Teodora de la Sihla
- 2025. Cu Hristos in inima, soare si
bucurii in priviri!

Hramul Bisericii Sfintii Martiri

Brdancoveni din Shelton, Connecticut

Sarbatoarea hramului la Parohia
»Sfintii loachim si Ana” din Seattle

The feast day of St. Mary's Church in
Austin, Texas

The 12th Symposiom of Orthodox
Spirituality

Adunarea de Protopopiat pentru
Centrul SUA

Maica Domnului a fost sarbatorita la
Allegan, MI

Sarbatoarea Acoperamantului Maicii
Domnului - prilej de bucurie $i
comuniune liturgica in Houston, Texas



Press Office of the Romanian Patriarchate

The Holy Synod of the Romanian
Orthodox Church held its working session on
Monday and Tuesday, September 29-30, 2025,
in the “Patriarch Teoctist” Aula Magna of the
Patriarchal Palace, under the chairmanship of
His Beatitude Patriarch Daniel.

The Holy Synod adopted a series of
decisions concerning pastoral and missionary
activity, among which are the following:

& Took note of the stage of preparations
for the consecration of the iconography of
the National Cathedral, which will take place
on Sunday, October 26, 2025.

& Approved the inclusion in the Church
calendar of Saint Dionysius of Vatopedi at
Colciu (May 1) and Saint Petronius of
Prodromos Skete (February 24), along with
their icons and liturgical texts.

& Approved the inclusion in the Synodal
Synaxarion of the Romanian Orthodox
Church of Saint Nikolai Velimirovi¢, Bishop of
Ohrid and Zi¢a (March 18), together with his
icon and liturgical texts.

& Approved the institution and inclusion
in the Synodal Synaxarion of the following
feasts: the Veneration of the Icon of the
Mother of God of Craiova (August 30) and the
Veneration of the Icon of the Mother of God
of Dintr-un Lemn Monastery (July 21),
together with their liturgical texts.

¢ Took note of the current stage of
drafting liturgical texts and painting icons for

the 16 holy women (martyrs, nuns, rulers’
wives, mothers of saints, and confessors)
canonised at the Synodal session of July 1-2,
2025, and approved the icons created for the
veneration of: Holy Princess Maria
Brancoveanu (August 16), Venerable Philothea
of Pasarea (April 12), Venerable Martyr Eulogia
of Samurcasesti (December 19), Venerable
Elizabeth of Pasarea (June 5), Venerable
Platonida of Arges (September 26), Saint
Anastasia Saguna (December 1), Venerable
Matrona of Hurezi (May 5), and Venerable
Antonina of Tismana (December 23).

& Approved liturgical texts for the Service
and Akathist of Saint Cornelius the Centurion
(September 13) and for the Service of Saint
Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage (September 13).

& Took note of legislative regulations
regarding the situation of monks without
income and their direct consequences, and
approved that all diocesan centres cover their
expenses from their own funds.

& Approved the Statute for the
organisation and functioning of the
Romanian Orthodox Diocese of Ireland and
Iceland.

& Took note of the appointment of
Archimandrite loan Meiu as Representative of
the Romanian Patriarchate in the Holy Land
and Superior of the Romanian Settlements in
Jerusalem, Jericho, and the Jordan.



With the blessing of His Eminence
Metropolitan Nicolae and His Grace Bishop
loan Casian, on a warm afternoon of July 17,
ten young people from our Metropolis
gathered near the Suceava train station, from
where the 2025 edition of our beloved
Heritage Trip was set to begin. Filled with
emotion and happy to be together again, the
ROYA members were making their final
preparations and purchases for a journey
that would cover over 1,200 kilometers and
include visits to 10 monasteries over the
course of 13 days. Some of us were visiting
the land of our forefathers for the first time,
while others had lost count of how many
times they had been to Romania—but all of
us were eager to discover the places, people,
and stories of this country.

After an inaugural meal at a restaurant
and a night marked by rain, we all woke up
the next day to visit the History Museum of
Suceava and the Holy Resurrection Church.
Throughout the day, the rain clouds slowly
receded, just enough for us to make it to the
station in the afternoon, where we caught—
thank God—the train to Putna at the very last
moment.

At the Putna Monastery, the fathers
welcomed us warmly and were ready to help
us make the most of the days we spent with
them. At the monastery’s museum, Father
Dosoftei explained in detail the life of Saint

ROYA Board

Stephen the Great, his battles with the
Ottoman Empire, and the historical context
of Moldavia. In the end, we all gained a
deeper appreciation for the history of our
ancestors. We also had a pro-life discussion
with Teodora Paul, president of the “Students
for Life" Association in Bucharest, where we
shared our experiences from the March for
Moms event—attended by over 100 ROYA
youth four months earlier—as well as the
most common so-called “pro-choice”
arguments encountered in the West, and
how to respond to them. After these
activities, we hiked from the monastery to
the Cell of Saint Daniil the Hermit and to



Sihastria Putnei Monastery. Of course, we
could not leave Putna without a talk with
Father Hrisostom, who taught us how to truly
value our relationships with those close to us
and with God. Before leaving, we all visited
Father Abbot Melchisedec to receive his
blessing and a spiritual word.

Our next destination was Nicula
Monastery, which we reached after a short
stop at the Nuns’ Monastery of the Nativity
of the Mother of God in Piatra Fantanele, still
under construction but offering a dreamlike
view of the Rodna and Calimani Mountains. At
Nicula, we were welcomed by Father Sofronie,
who gave us a tour of the monastery and told
us about its history, the persecutions faced by
Orthodox Christians in that area of Romania,
and the unique style of church painter loan
Popa, who painted the monastery's new
church. He had the kindness and patience to
stay with us late into the night, answering all
our questions about spiritual life and history.
We also had the blessing to venerate the
miracle-working icon of the Mother of God,
treasured by generations of faithful for the
healings and help received through her
intercession. Unfortunately, our schedule was
tight, and the next day, after the Divine Liturgy
and a few hours of obediences, we set off for
Gabud, in Alba County.

Immediately upon our arrival at the
Hermitage of Saint John the Evangelist in
Gabud, we agreed to meet on the hill to
watch the sunset over the Transylvanian

Plain. No photograph can ever fully capture
the sense of awe brought by the sun setting
through the Turda Gorge. The next morning,
after the Liturgy, we set out again—this time
for a one-day trip to Cluj. At the Metropolitan
Cathedral of Cluj, we met Father
Archimandrite Dumitru Cobzaru, who spoke
to us about the cathedral’s history and the
mosaic currently being worked on. He then
entrusted us to Dr. Paul Ersilian Rosca,
director of the Museum of the Metropolis of
Cluj, who guided us through the cathedral
museum and shared fascinating details
about the history and art of glass icons and
tempera-painted icons. That evening, we
returned to Gabud, where we first attended
the Sacrament of Holy Unction, and then
climbed the hill again, where a campfire was
lit, and we sang and danced to the music of
Father losif on the accordion.

Of all the monastery visits, we stayed the
longest at Oasa—four days full of obediences,
services, conferences, and fellowship with
young people like us from all over Europe and
North America. From the first day, we were
assigned to tasks: cleaning the paths, working
in the kitchen, tending the vegetable garden,
staffing the gift shop, and chopping wood. All
our efforts culminated in preparing for the
feast day of the old church on July 27,
dedicated to Saint Pantelimon. The youth
helped set up tents, prepare tables, and sell
candles and church items. As is customary at
Oasa for the feast day, we were all dressed in



traditional folk costumes, which helped us
understand and cherish the importance of
Christian feast days for our people throughout
history.

Descending from the Oasa Mountains, our
group stopped in Sibiu to visit the old town
center and enjoy a well-deserved shawarma
after so many days at the monastery. That
evening, we arrived at the guesthouse of
Brancoveanu Monastery at Sambata de Sus,
where we stayed for one night. At the
monastery, we were accompanied by a father
who spoke to us about its historical and
cultural significance, as it was founded by Saint
Emperor Constantin Brancoveanu himself.
Afterwards, we all climbed into the Fagaras
Mountains in search of the cell of Father
Arsenie Boca. The rain had started that
morning, but we were not discouraged, and
with the saint's help, we reached the rock
where the father had carved his cell at an
altitude of 1,500 meters. We read the Akathist
of Saint Arsenie together on the spot, then
descended, stopping also at the newly built
hermitage in the Sambata Valley, dedicated
to Saint Arsenie of Prislop.

After traveling 1,200 kilometers, we
reached our final destination: the center of
Brasov. We strolled through the city's streets

and visited the main sights in the center. Two
of the participants being from Brasov, we had
guides who showed us the most beautiful
areas and took us to the most appreciated
restaurants.

The camp ended just as it had begun—by
the train station and in the rain. The weather
reflected the atmosphere among the
participants, and the farewell was, as always,
difficult and emotional. Of course, we were
also tired after 13 days of travel, daily services,
and obediences, but the feeling of spiritual
fulfillment surpassed it all. At the same time,
the end of the trip was especially marked by
the hope we felt for the future of camps in
Romania. This summer, 60% of the youth
were attending their first Heritage Trip. We
saw how the love for Orthodoxy and Romania
was nurtured in the hearts of the new
generation of ROYA youth, and for this, we
can only thank all the fathers and mothers
who hosted us and took the time for our
group. We are also grateful to all those who,
through work, prayer, and support,
contributed to the organization and
successful running of this camp.

Glory be to God for another Heritage Trip
that was both successful and spiritually
fruitful!



Soare, joaca, rugaciune, tinerete si
entuziasm! Astfel poate sa fie descrisa in
cuvinte putine experienta tinerilor si copiilor
participanti la cea de a 9 a editie a Taberei de
vara Sf. Teodora de la Sihla, 7-12 iulie 2025.

Anul acesta ne-am putut bucura de o
saptamana in care copilaria si tineretea a pus
stapanire pe toti cei prezenti 34 de tineri si
copii veniti din Quebec si Ontario. A fost
bucuria rugaciunii impreuna dimineata si
seara, caldura soarelui care a bucurat copiii
de toate varstele, iar primii pasi ai prieteniilor
care, nadajduim, vor dainui peste ani au fost
facuti.

Organizata de catre Episcopia Ortodoxd
Romd&nd a Canadei cu binecuvantarea si
implicarea directd a Preasfintitului Pdrinte
Episcop loan Casian, tabara a fost gazduita
de Centrul "The Valley of The Mother of
God” al Bisericii Coptice din Mono, ON. Si avut
anul acesta 34 de participanti, elevi si tineri
din parohiile Eparhiei ghidati fiind de preoti si
monitori voluntari.

Zilele cu soare, excursiile in padure, vizita
la Manastirea Inaltarea Sfintei Cruci din
Mono, numeroasele proiecte adresate
diferitelor grupe de varsta si cel mai mult
bucuria de a fi impreuna au daruit celor mici
si mari momente si amintiri unice si povesti
depanate la ceas de seara la lumina focului
de tabara.

Participantii au descoperit in fiecare zi a
taberei modelele de vietuire si sfaturile [3sate
noua de catre cei 16 noi sfinti canonizati de
Sfantul Sinod al Bisericii Ortodoxe Roma-

CARMEN OGNEAN

ne. Gazda drumetiilor noaste, egumenul
Policarp de la Manastirea Inaltarea Sfintei
Cruci, Mono, le-a vorbit micilor participanti
despre Sf. Parinte Cleopa ajutand micii
drumeti sa se bucure de frumusetea
sunetului de toaca.

Tinerii si copii participanti s-au intrecut pe
terenurile de sport in cadrul campionatelor de
baschet, fotbal sau volei. Ei au descoperit cu-
loarea, desenul si relatia cu sfantul ce-l pictau
in cadrul atelierelor de pictura a icoanelor pe
sticla, au tesut si cusut, au participat la con-
curs de toaca, dar si bucuria povestilor. Si chiar
mai mult au fost copii frumosi si buni,
bucurandu-se de copilarie si tinerete ascul-
tand sfatul preotilor la cateheze. S-au spovedit
siimpartasit la Sfintele Liturghii, au descoperit
si au invatat despre sfanta ce ne ocrotes-
te tabara, Sf. Teodora de la Sihla.

Dornice sa invete din tainele bucatariei
romanesti, fetele i-au rasfatat pe cei prezenti
cu deliciile bucatariei bunicilor, iar echipele
de baieti harnici si gospodari au ingrijit si
curatat perimetrul taberei. De nazbatii s-au
tinut mai Tnaltii nostri flacai debordand de
energie pe terenul de sport dar au fost mai
mereu ordonati si primii la rugaciune. De la
rasaritul soarelui pana la apus s-au auzit,
rasete de copii frumosi si credinciosi, mandri
de traditii si de radacini, traind armonios si
plenar copilaria in ortodoxie.

Organizarea taberelor si a activitatilor
educationale dedicate tinerilor si copiilor,
investitia sustinuta in formarea si educarea
tinerei generatii de romani canadieni



reprezinta o prioritate in viata Episcopiei
Ortodoxe Romane a Canadei. Definita de
catre Preasfintitul Parinte Episcop loan
Casian ca parte cheie a treimii sociale
compusa din Biserica, Scoala si Familie,
Educatia prin toate formele pe care le
imbraca, reprezinta o coordonata majora a
vietii eparhiei si se doreste a fi materializata in
longevitatea si intarirea in credinta ortodoxa
a generatiilor ce se formeaza acum in
Canada.

In zilele de 16 si17 august 2025, comunitatea
ortodoxa romaneasca din Shelton, CT, a trait
clipe de mare bucurie duhovniceasca, prilejuite
de sarbatoarea hramului Bisericii Sfintii Martiri
Brancoveni. Evenimentul a fost incununat de
vizita pastorald a Tnaltpreasfintitului Parinte
Mitropolit Nicolae, Tntaistatatorul Mitropoliei
Ortodoxe Romane a celor doua Americi.

Sambatg, 16 august, credinciosii si mem-
brii consiliului parohial l-au intampinat pe
Tnaltpreasfintitul Parinte Mitropolit Nicolae cu
paine, sare si flori, dupa obiceiul strabun.
Seara, sarbatoarea a continuat cu slujba
Vecerniei, oficiata de Tnaltpreasfintia Sa in
sobor de preoti. Raspunsurile liturgice au fost
oferite de corala bisericii, condusa de Parintele
Adrian Budica, capelan la Clinical Pastoral
Education si profesor asociat la St. Vladimir's
Orthodox Theological Seminary. Atmosfera de
rugaciune si cantarile corale au adus multa
emotie credinciosilor, iar la final, toti s-au

Fiecare Inceput are si un sfarsit dar copiii
si tinerii nostri isi doresc .. continuarea. Si
pentru ca si fluierele monitorilor obosesc, ne
rugam Sf. Teodora de la Sihla sa-i pazeasca pe
copiii nostri pana la urmatoarea editie cand i
vom regasi mai inalti, mai intelepti, mai
fnvatati, iar coordonatorii, voluntarii si
monitorii vor fi mai odihniti.

Fluier de final pentru editia 2025!

Multumim lui Dumnezeu pentru toate!

Pr. PAROH MIHAI FAUR

bucurat de o agapa frateasca.

Duminica, 17 august, punctul central al
hramului a fost savarsirea Sfintei Liturghii
arhieresti de catre Tnaltpreasfintitul Parinte
Mitropolit Nicolae, inconjurat de un sobor de
preoti. Alaturi de ierarh s-a aflat si Preacu-
viosul Parinte leremia Berbec, staretul
manastirii Sfantul Dimitrie cel Nou din
Middletown, New York, a carui prezenta a
adus un plus de lumina si bucurie sarbatorii.

In cuvantul de invatatura, Inaltpreasfintia
Sa a talcuit pericopa evanghelica a Duminicii
a 10-a dupa Rusalii:

Jn textul paralel din Sf. Evanghelie de la
Marcu gasim mai multe detalii ale acestei
tamaduiri. Mantuitorul, vazand putina credin-
ta a tatdlui, gaseste cuvintele potrivite sa o
intareasca: “De poti crede, toate sunt cu
putinta celui care crede” (Marcu 9, 23).
Problema nu era a putintei Mantuitorului sa-
| tamaduiasca pe fiul stapanit de duhul cel



rau, ci problema era a tatalui care avea putina
credinta.

Oare de ce venise acest tata la Hristos?
Chiar din intamplare? Venise pentru ca auzise
de puterea Lui dumnezeiasca tamaduitoare.
Auzise, dar nu facuse pasul la o credinta
statornica, ca cea a femeii cananeence care L-
a urmat pe Hristos si a acceptat si cuvinte de
ocard, avand credinta ca Hristos ii poate
vindeca fiica bolnava. Tatal acesta avea
credinta putina si sovaielnica. Dovada ca toate
sunt cu putinta celui care crede este
tamaduirea pe care Mantuitorul o implineste,
porunceste duhului sa iasg, il ridica pe copil si
il da tatalui sau.

Nu Dumnezeu este neputincios, ci noi, de
multe ori, avem putind credintd, ne spune
Hristos Insusi. Mai departe descopera aceasta
taina a credintei intr-o convorbire cu Aposto-
li: “De ce noi nu am putut sa-I scoatem?”
(Matei 17, 19). Mantuitorul le spune pe fata:
“Pentru putina voastra credinta, caci daca
veti avea credinta cat un graunte de mustar,
veti zice muntelui acestuia: Muta-te de aici
dincolo si se va muta; si nimic nu va fi voua cu
neputintad” (Matei 17, 20). In capitolul al 13-lea
din Sf. Evanghelie de la Matei este o parabola
CU aceasta samanta despre care Hristos
spune ca este cea mai mica dintre seminte,
dar asezata in pamant creste mai mare decat
toate plantele ca un arbore falnic, unde

pasarile ceruluiisi pot gasi salas. Samanta cea
mMai mica poate sa creasca ca un arbore falnic.
Samanta aceasta cea mai mica este credinta
noastra, credinta pe care o primim la botez ca
0 samanta mica, dar care trebuie cultivata,
trebuie cultivat pamantul sufletului nostru ca
Sa creasca aceasta sa-manta intr-un arbore
falnic. Credinta pe care o primim la botez se
cuvine sa fie implinita, se cuvine sa fie
cultivata, se cuvine sa devina un arbore falnic,
respectiv credinta noastra in puterea
tamaduitoare a lui Dumnezeu siin grija Lui sa
devina statornica.”

Apoi, ierarhul a vorbit despre martiriul
Sfintilor Brancoveni, ca pilda de curaj,
marturisire si jertfa pentru credinta ortodoxa
si neamul romanesc. La final, Parintele Paroh
Mihai Faur a adresat multumiri Tnaltpreasfin-
titului Parinte Mitropolit Nicolae pentru vizita
arhiereasca si Parintelui leremia Berbec
pentru slujirea si sprijinul adus, precum si
tuturor credinciosilor care s-au implicat cu
dragoste in pregatirea si desfasurarea
hramului. Sarbatoarea s-a incheiat, asa cum
este traditia, cu o agapa frateasca, unde
bucuria comuniunii a intarit si mai mult lega-
turile din cadrul comunitatii.

Pentru toate binecuvantarile primite in
aceste zile, credinciosii Bisericii Sfintii Martiri
Brancoveni din Shelton dau slava si multumire
lui Dumnezeu!



Duminica, 7 septembrie 2025, parohia
,Sfintii Parinti loachim si Ana” din Seattle si-a
sarbatorit hramul, prilej de bucurie si intarire
sufleteasca pentru intreaga comunitate.
Intrucat dinamica vietii cotidiene din Statele
Unite impune credinciosilor un ritm alert, cu
multa truda in timpul saptamanii, praznicul
ocrotitorilor bisericii a fost celebrat in zi de
duminica, pentru a face posibila participarea
deplina a tuturor.

Sarbatoarea a fost inaugurata in ajun prin
primirea Tnaltpreasfintitului Parinte Nicolae,
Mitropolitul Ortodox Roman al celor doua
Americi, care a fost intampinat de cler si
credinciosi cu emotie si evlavie. A urmat
savarsirea Vecerniei Mari cu Litie, in cadrul
careia Inaltpreasfintia Sa a rostit un cuvant de
adanca reflectie, evocand rolul providential al
Sfintilor loachim si Ana in istoria mantuirii si
talcuind troparul Nasterii Maicii Domnului,

Pr. STEFAN DRAGOI

cantare In care se concentreaza taina
intruparii si a bucuriei universale.

Ziua praznicului a culminat cu Dumne-
zeiasca Liturghie, slujire inalta si solemng,
oficiata de Mitropolit, impreuna cu Arhiman-
dritul Heruvim, staret al manastirii ,Sfanta Ana”
din Sfantul Munte Athos, alaturi de preotii
slujitori ai parohiei pr. Stefan Dragoi si pr. loan
Ardelean. Impreuna, ierarhii, preotii si poporul
credincios au Tnaltat rugdaciuni de multumire
catre Preamilostivul Dumnezeu pentru toate
binefacerile revarsate asupra acestei comuni-
tati, iar la sfarsitul Liturghiei au fost pomeniti
ctitorii si binefacatorii adormiti, cei care prin
osteneala si darnicia lor au asezat temeliile
bisericii.

In cuvantul de invatatura rostit la final, IPS
Nicolae a adus in atentia celor prezenti
lucrarea tainica a smereniei, in contrast cu



primejdia mandriei, indemnand la o viata
curatita de egoism si plind de lumina lui
Hristos. ,Daca paharul sufletului nostru este
plin, nimic nu se mai poate adauga, caci
continutul se va varsa; astfel, daca un om este
plin de sine, nu poate primi harul lui
Dumnezeu. Insd atunci cand se goleste de
mandrie si de egoism, devine receptacul al
harului si al bucuriilor ce vin odata cu el.” Prin
aceste cuvinte, ierarhul a sintetizat esenta
trairii ortodoxe: golirea de sine pentru a face
loc iubirii dumnezeiesti, asumarea Crucii ca ax
al vietii spirituale si redescoperirea libertatii
[duntrice care vine din comuniunea cu Hristos.

Sarbatoarea a continuat apoi in plan
cultural si comunitar. In sala sociald a parohiei,
ansamblul etnofolcloric ,Datina” a sustinut un
spectacol de o rara maiestrie artistica, in care
traditiile romanesti de toamna au fost
readuse la viata prin dansuri pline de energie,
prin recitari de poezie si prin cantece
inaltatoare. Arta populara a devenit, astfel,
mijloc de comuniune intre generatii si punte

The Most Blessed Mother of God and
Blessed Virgin Mary is the patroness of our
liturgical community of St. Mary's in Austin,
Texas. The Feast of Our Lady's Nativity was
chosen 23 years ago, when the first Divine
Liturgy was celebrated, as the feast day of our
Orthodox Christian community.

Over the years, the Good Lord has blessed

intre continentul american si radacinile
romanesti din vesnicia satului.

In incheiere, doamnele parohiei au oferit
tuturor participantilor o agapa imbelsugata,
rod al dragostei si al harniciei, care a devenit
icoana vie a comuniunii fratesti si a ospitalita-
tii crestine. Tn jurul meselor, bucuria spirituala
s-a Iimpletit cu bucuria prieteniei, iar comuni-
tatea a simtit si mai intens ca hramul este
sarbatoarea intregii familii parohiale, un
moment de coagulare si de consolidare a
identitatii.

Astfel, hramul din acest an a constituit nu
doar o cinstire solemna a ocrotitorilor spirituali
ai parohiei, ci si o reafirmare a prezentei vii a
Ortodoxiei romanesti pe meleaguri americane,
un prilej de intarire duhovniceasca, de
reconectare la valorile traditiei si de intarire a
legaturilor comunitare.

Slavad lui Dumnezeu pentru toate!

Fr. IULIAN ANITEI

and continues to bless this commmunity many
times and in many ways. After 23 years we are
glad to have a well-organized community
around Father Gabriel llies. Father continues
the work of Father Dumitru llies, who
contributed together with Presbytera Maria
to the edification of this project. Today when
we celebrate the feast, we are witnesses to



the erection of the new settlement, which
bears witness to the sacrifice, love and desire
to build an altar of worship for the holy
preservation of our holy faith. This Church is
also a gift to the American people who have
begun to discover and share in the holiness
and richness of the Orthodox faith.

This year we were invited by Fr. David
Barr, the pastor of St. Elijah Antiochian
Church, to celebrate our church's feast day at
St. Elijah Church in the northern part of
Austin. On the eve of the feast, at sundown,
priests from all the other Orthodox churches
and a large crowd of the faithful participated
in the vespers and litya services. Father
Gabriel llies who gave a profitable word at the
end, emphasized the blessing of the Mother
of God who gathers the faithful together and
the joy of the united service of all the priests
in the area. The evening ended with a
traditional Romanian fraternal agape. The
next morning after the service of the Orthros
the Holy and Divine Liturgy followed. The
choir alternated between singing in
Romanian and English, interpreted with
great skill by a group of young Americans,
Arabs and Romanians. The word of teaching

was delivered by Fr. David Barr. Fr. Barr
emphasized the role of the Blessed Mother in
the faith and piety of the faithful and the
intercessory work of the Blessed Mother that
she acquired through her obedience and
humility. The Nativity of Our Lady prepares
the beginning of the salvation of the human
race. After the Divine Liturgy Fr. Gabriel llies
as a sign of gratitude and fraternal joy offered
Fr. David Barr an icon of the Blessed Mother.
At the end the priests and the faithful
enjoyed again the gastronomic hospitality of
the ladies of our community.

We wish to extend our sincere thanks to
all those who dedicated themselves to this
feast, to the priests who led the prayer with
piety, to the faithful who came with faith and
supported by prayer and deeds, to the
children, youth, singers, to all those involved
in the preparations, cleanliness, hospitality
and benevolence. Let us keep the light of this
feast in our hearts and spread it in the
community. May God bless you and reward
your service!



The 12th Symposium of Orthodox
Spirituality took place on September 13th at
Loyola University in Chicago.

It was a celebratory occasion given the
anniversary of three important events:

€ 100th anniversary of the Romanian
Orthodox Patriarchate.

& 140th anniversary of the Romanian
Orthodox church autocephaly.

¢ 1700th anniversary of the First
Ecumenical Councl of Nicea (325).

Nine scholars gave talks and there were
many in attendance. Metropolitan Nicolae
started the day by welcoming the speakers
and the visitors and offered a prayer for the
beginning of the talks.

1. The first talk was given by V. Rev. Fr.
Alexander Rentel: Canonical Reflections on
the Situation in Ukraine and its Implications
in World Orthodoxy. It gave a lucid overview of

the current ecclesiastical situation in Ukraine.

2. Dr. Alex lonut Tudorie, Dean, St. Vladimir
Orthodox Theological Seminary, New York
discussed: The Autocephaly of the Romanian
Orthodox Church (1885). He offered “A Critical
Approach to Fr Nicolae Serbanescu's Position.”
The presentation offered an attempt to re-
evaluate the historical development that lead
to autocephaly.

3. Miguel H. Diaz, Ph.D. - retired U.S.
Ambassador to the Holy See, John Courtney
Murray, S.J. University Chair in Public Service,
Loyola University Chicago - Overcoming
Polarization: Church, State, and University
Relations in the Modern World. His talk
reflected on the issue of political and social
polarization and offered solutions derived
from Catholic social teaching.

4. Fr Constantin Necula - A Hundred Years



of Light and Shadows: Religious Education in
the Romanian Orthodox Church (1925-2025).
Fr. Necula offered a necessary account of the
history, importance and direction of religious
education in Romania.

5. Fr. Radu Bordeianu - The Evolution of
the Parish by the First Ecumenical Council; Fr.
Radu gave a very detailed historical and
theological account of the development of
the parish in order to help us derive some
lessons about its role nowadays.

6. Protos. Maxim Morariu - The Holy Priest
Martyr Liviu Galaction Munteanu - confession
through culture and martyrdom. He gave an
account of the life and martyrdom of this
recent saint.

7. Fr. Dragos Giulea - Confession and
modernity: the lesson of the prison saints; Fr.
Dragos argued that today we need the saints
and their witness more then anytime.

The last hour of the conference was
dedicated to the launching of the English
translation of the Fr. Nicolae Steinhardt's

Adunarea de Protopopiat pentru Centrul
SUA a avut loc in perioada 26-27 septembrie
2025 si a fost gazduita de Catedrala Sfintii
Imparati Constantin si Elena din Chicago, IL.
intrunirea a fost prezidatd de catre
Tnaltpreasfintitul Arhiepiscop si Mitropolit
Nicolae si a avut ca participanti preoti si
delegati ai celor 7 parohii si misiuni din cadrul
Protopopiatului.

Intrunirea a inceput vineri, 26 septembrie,
cu rugaciunea Impdrate Ceresc, urmata de
procedurile administrative de convocare a

Journal of Joy (published by Saint Vladimir's
Press in 2024). There were also copies for
purchase available.

Dr. Adrian Guiu (who also was the
moderator of the conference) spoke about
Paradox and Mystery: from Suffering to Joy
through Transfiguration; he explored the
paradoxical character of Steinhardt thought.

Dr. Octavian Gabor, Methodist College,
Peoria, IL — Arithmetic Truth in Steinhardt’s
Journal of Joy; he offered an insightful
discussion about moral responsibility and
truth in Steinhardt and Dostoievsky.

It was a day full of spirituality and theolog-
ical conversations. The day ended with the
chanting of hymn to Theotokos:

It is truly meet to bless you, O Theotokos,
ever-blessed and most pure, and the Mother of
our God. More honorable than the Cherubim,
and more glorious beyond compare than the
Seraphim, without defilement you gave birth to
God the Word. True Theotokos we magnify you!

Adunarii, de cuvintele de bun venit ale
Tnaltpreasfintitul Mitropolit Nicolae si ale
Parintelui Protopop Calin Barbolovici si de
apelul nominal. Tn continuare, TIPS Nicolae a
prezentat pe scurt caldtoria din America
Latind, mentionand evenimentele importan-
te si intalnirile oficiale la care au participat
timp de 10 zile Tn parohiile din Colombia, Chile
si Ecuador. Preotii si delegatii parohiilor au
aprobat apoi Agenda intrunirii si procesul
verbal al Adunarii precedente, organizata in
septembrie 2023 de catre Parohia Acopera-



mantul Maicii Domnului din Houston, TX.

Fiecare preot a prezentat situatia parohiei
pe care o pastoreste, mentionand atat
realizarile si problemele cu care s-a confrun-
tat comunitatea in ultimii doi ani, cat si
planurile de viitor ale parohiei.

In contextul Anului comemorativ al du-
hovnicilor si marturisitorilor ortodocsi romani
din secolul al XX-lea, Parintele loan lonita a
prezentat lucrarea “Apdrdtori ai Bisericii si
invatatori ai dogmei ortodoxe: Sfintii
Dumitru Stdniloae, Dometie cel Milostiv,
Iraclie din Basarabia si Calistrat de la
Timiseni si Vasiova.” Prezentarea a fost struc-
turata in patru parti, una pentru fiecare sfant,
continand date semnificative din viata,
activitatea, nvataturile si influenta fiecaruia.
Pr. lonita i-a cunoscut personal pe Sf.
Dumitru Staniloae si Sf. Dometie, asa incat cei
prezenti au avut ocazia sa auda detalii mai
putin cunoscute din viata acestor sfinti. De
asemenea, Pr. lonita a vorbit si despre vizita si
conferintele Sf. Dumitru Staniloae in SUA in
anul 1982.

Urmatoarea parte a Adunarii a fost
dedicata rapoartelor organizatiilor AROLA si
ROYA. Raportul Asociatiei Doamnelor
(AROLA) a fost intocmit de Comitetul
executiv AROLA si prezentat de D-na. Adriana
Obreja de la Catedrala Sf. Imparati Constantin si

Elena din Chicago, IL. Raportul a prezentat
principalele activitati organizate in ultimii doi
ani la nivel de Mitropolie (proiecte, conferinte si
tabere duhovnicesti, activitati misionare si
caritative, Congres). Raportul Asociatiei Tinerilor
(ROYA) a fost prezentat de D-ra Stefania Nutu,
secretara ROYA, care a prezentat activitatile
organizate in ultimii doi ani: Heritage Trip
(tabara de vara in Romania), Tabara de colinde
(iarna), intalniri primavara/toamna organizate
la Manastirile din Allegan, Ml si din Middletown,
NY, conferinte duhovnicesti, intalniri online,
Congres, March for Moms (strangere de fonduri
pentru mame care au nevoie de sprijin
financiar si pentru activitati Pro-Vita).

Dupa cing, intrunirea a continuat cu o
prezentare detaliatda a calatoriei pastoral-
misionare din America Latind. Parintele
Protopop Calin Barbolovici a prezentat o serie
de fotografii de la toate slujbele si intalnirile
delegatiei conduse de TPS Mitropolit Nicolae,
incluzand sfintirea noii biserici ortodoxe din
Concepcidon - Chile, inchinata Sfantului
Cuvios Siluan Athonitul si Sfintei Mucenite

Filofteia de la Curtea de Arges. Seara s-a
incheiat cu vizionarea filmului ‘“Istoria
Patriarhiei Romane 1925-2025", dedicat

Centenarului Patriarhiei Romane.

Lucrarile Adunarii au fost reluate a doua zi
cu Acatistul Sfintilor Impdrati Constantin si



Elena, ocrotitorii Catedralei din Chicago. A
urmat prezentarea “Transformdrile Bisericii
Ortodoxe din Tdrile Romdne (1821-1865):
Provocari, Reformad si Consolidare” sustinuta de
Arhim. Simeon Muresan. Intr-o prezentare
foarte bine documentata, Arhim. Simeon a
vorbit despre Revolutiile din 1821 si 1848,
Regulamentele Organice - primele “constitutii”,
unirea Principatelor, reformele lui Alexandru
loan Cuza si crearea Sinodului National al
Bisericii Ortodoxe Romane.

A urmat o sectiune dedicata programului
pilot pentru educatia religioasa a copiilor de la
Catedrala din Chicago. P-sa. Andaluzia Muresan
a prezentat reflectii asupra metodei de predare,
evidentiind punctele comune intre pedagogia
Montessori si Ortodoxie. Aceasta metoda
incurajeaza o concentrare profunda si linistea,
lucruri care pot sprijini o educatie spirituala
autentica. Aplicarea acestei metode 1in
context ortodox introduce copiii Tn viata
liturgica si spirituald, ei devenind familiari cu
invatatura de credinta, obiectele liturgice si
sarbatorile ortodoxe prin metode practice,
vizuale si interactive. Preotii si delegatii au
avut prilejul sa vada in practica modul in care
se desfasoara lectiile la cele trei nivele de
varsta (3-6 ani, 6-9 ani, 9-12 ani). Daruirea
profesorilor, inocenta copiilor doritori sa
absoarba cunostinte noi, frumusetea si
organizarea salilor de clasa vor ramane pentru
multa vreme in mintea si sufletul celor prezenti.

A fost evident ca succesul acestui program se
datoreaza in mod special talentului, dedicarii si
dragostei cu care profesorii organizeaza si
desfasoara toate activitatile din cadrul Scolii
Duminicale.

La final, Pr. Petru Neaga a sustinut
conferinta intitulata “Sadmdnta Ortodoxiei in
Romdania din vremea comunismului”, pre-
zentand amanuntit viata, activitatea, marturii
de credinta si cuvinte de invatatura ale
urmatorilor sfinti recent canonizati: Sf. Pr. Mc.
Constantin Sarbu, Sf. Pr. Mc. Liviu Galaction
de la Cluj, Sf. Pr. Mc. llarion Felea de la Arad si

Sf. Pr. Mc. Alexandru Baltaga din Basarabia.

Ultimul punct de pe Agenda I-a constituit
alegerea Consistoriului protopopesc si stabilirea
locului intalnirii din 2027. a fost selectata
Biserica Sf. Stefan din South Saint Paul, MN.

In incheiere, in numele tuturor partici-
pantilor, TPS Mitropolit Nicolae a multumit
gazdelor pentru primirea deosebita a preotilor
si delegatilor la Adunarea de protopopiat. Cei
prezenti au participat la o agapa festiva
organizata cu multa dragoste de catre
doamnele de la Catedrala din Chicago.



Manastirea Ortodoxa Romana din Allegan -
Michigan si-a sarbatorit duminica, 28 septem-
brie 2025, hramul principal Acoperamdantul
Maicii Domnului.

Sarbatoarea a inceput sambata seara, 27
septembirie, cu oficierea slujbei Vecerniei Mari,
dimpreuna cu slujba Litiei, de catre IPS Mitro-
polit Nicolae si parintele slujitor al manastirii,
leromonah Paisie. A doua zi,duminica diminea-
ta, a fost savarsita slujba Utreniei, urmata de
Sfanta si Dumnezeiasca Liturghie. Aldturi de
IPS Nicolae s-au aflat lerom. Paisie si Pr.
Evanghelos Pepps.

La sfarsitul Sfintei Liturghii, IPS Nicolae a
transmis credinciosilor prezenti un frumos si
ziditor cuvant de invataturg, in care a valorificat
si a explicat Tnvataturile cuprinse in textul
Evangheliei din Duminica a 18-a dupa Rusalii:

,In Sf. Evanghelie de astdzi este intdlnirea
lui Dumnezeu cu omul care asteaptd chema-
req, iar cdnd aude chemarea ascultd si impli-
neste cuvantul. Din aceastd intdlnire a
chemdrii lui Dumnezeu si a ascultarii omului
se naste minunea, mai intdi minunea
materiald, a prinderii multimii pestilor dupad ce
s-qu ostenit fard folos toatd noaptea. Petru si
Andrei fratele lui, loan si lacob, cei doi fii ai lui
Zevedeu, erau pescari de meserie, stiau cd nu
puteau avea sorti de izbdndd. Si totusi au

ascultat cuvantul lui Hristos. S-a implinit nu
numai aceastd prindere minunatd a pestilor,
ci s-aimplinit siminunea profundd a convertirii
sufletului lui Petru si a celorlalti pescari care
aveau sd devind din strdini, ucenici ai
Mantuitorului, pescari de oameni. Sfanta
Evanghelie de astdzi se incheie cu cuvintele:
"au Iasat totul si au mers dupd El” (Luca 5, 1).
Stim cd asa s-a intdmplat cu toti Sfintii
Apostoli, din diferite pozitii sociale au fost
chemati sd fie urmasi ai Mdantuitorului si
indatd au Iasat totul si au urmat lui Hristos...
Nu putem trece cu vederea semnificatia
pestelui din aceastd poveste. Dupd Inviere,
Hristos s-a ardtat apostolilor incd nedumeriti
de cele intdmplate si le-a ddruit cu mainile
Sale pdine si peste (loan 21, 13), adicd s-a oferit
sub chipul pestelui. De aceeaq, de la incepu-
turile crestinismului, pestele a devenit un
simbol privilegiat al lui Hristos. Cuvantul gre-
cesc pentru peste IHTHYS a fost considerat
prescur-tarea unei adevdrate mdrturisiri de
credintd hristologicd. Fiecare literd a fost
identificatd ca initiala unui cuvant, astfel cd
IHTHYS ar insemna in limba romdnad: ,lisus
Hristos Fiul lui Dumnezeu, Mdantuitorul.”

Apoi, IPS Mitropolit Nicolae a vorbit despre
sarbatoarea Acoperamantului Maicii Domnului
amintind evenimentul aratarii Maicii Domnului
in biserica din Vlaherne in secolul al X-lea si
explicand, pornind de la aratare, ocrotirea si
dragostea Maicii Domnului pentru toti crestinii.
In incheiere, IPS Nicolae a vorbit despre
calatoria misionara in America de Sud savarsita
in perioada 15 — 23 septembrie impreuna cu o
delegatie a Mitropoliei noastre. Agapa frateasca
pregatita cu mult drag de cateva doamne, care
permanent au fost aldaturi de manastirea
noastra, a incheiat aceasta zi de sarbatoare.



Miercuri, 1 octombrie, parohia crestin orto-
doxa Acoperamantul Maicii Domnului din
Houston, Texas si-a sarbatorit hramul. Ca in
orice an, acest eveniment a fost asteptat cu
multa emotie. Sarbatoarea a debutat, in seara
hramului, cu slujba Vecerniei celei mari,
insotita de Litie. Dupa slujba, parintele paroh
lulian Anitei, a vorbit credinciosilor despre
locul pe care Maica Domnului 1l ocupad in
istoria mantuirii. Accentul a cazut pe profetiile
Vechiului Testament si modul in care ele s-au
implinit Tn persoana Maicii Domnului.

A doua zi programul liturgic a inceput cu
Acatistul Sfantului Acoperamant, Utrenia si
Sfanta Liturghie. Sase preoti si un diacon, de la
diferite parohii din Texas, au slujit impreuna.
La sfarsitul slujbei parintele lulian Anitei a
vorbit despre istoria acestei sarbatori, de
modul in care Biserica a pastrat in memoria sa
aparitia minunata a Maicii Domnului In Bise-

Pr. IULIAN ANITEI

rica din Vlaherne, in secolul al X-lea si a multu-
mit parintilor prezenti precum si credinciosilor
care au participat la acest eveniment. Dupa sluj-
ba cei prezenti s-au bucurat de agapa organi-
zata de doamnele parohiei, In cinstea prazni-
cului Maicii Domnului.

Hramul are menirea de a serba dupa
cuviinta patronul spiritual al unei comunitati,
care in duhul rugaciunii aduna pe cei cu ini-
ma buna si doritori de inchinare. Participarea
la un astfel de eveniment intareste legaturile
comunitare, ajuta la coordonarea activitatilor
bisericesti si la sustinerea misiunii locale.
Hramul este si o ocazie de ragaz duhovnicesc
in care omul este chemat s3a se orienteze
catre Dumnezeu si o forma de respect si
multumire pentru binefacerile primite
precum si pentru mijlocire catre Dumnezeu.






